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The formal framework

The bilateral committee for S,T & I

• Italy and Brazil meet periodically for discussing 

about scientific & technological cooperation

Priorities 2015:

Space, Physics and Astro-physics

Innovation, Nanotechnologies and New Materials

Agriculture, Agro-energy, Food Technologies and
Environmental Biology
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The formal framework

The bilateral committee for S,T & I

• Next Committee on 2019 in Rome

Priorities 2019:

Health 4.0

Space, Urban waste recovery technologies, …?

Bio-energy, -food, -technology, …?
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Italy supports the innovation cooperation in 

the health sector
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Italy supports the innovation cooperation in 

the health sector (follows)
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Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

Examples from the past

• Liaisons between Brazil and Italy are evident

• It is a long-time that also the scientific cooperation has 

been developing

• In many cases, this high level cooperation is little known
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 Enrico Fermi and the foundation of a physics school in Brazil

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

Examples from the past
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... Assim, Fermi, além de ser um nome importante para a História das 

Ciências, ao indicar Wataghin, acabou deixando indelével marca 

na criação e institucionalização da pesquisa científica nacional 

....

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

Examples from the past

The Italy-Brazil scientific and academic  cooperation: some aspects and opportunities
Roberto BRUNO

Rio de Janeiro. 17/4/2018



10
The national

database

CINECA ...

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

Current cooperation : some figures
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 Between 2007 e 2017, 843 signed agreements (347 in LS)

 Brazil is preferred to the USA

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

Current cooperation : some figures
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The true number of agreements (mobility, research, ...) 

must consider different type of MoU

• signed by Rectors  you’ll find on CINECA database

• among Dept.'s, Faculties, Institutes, Schools, ..  ?

• personal cooperation  ?

 Their dynamic nature makes the monitoring difficult

 Maybe they are 2-3 times as many

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

Current cooperation: some figures
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• An assessment by default on 30 Italian institutions 

suggests that currently there are

 > 400 agreements in force

 > 100 Brazilian institutions involved

• Many with south-east region (historical presence, 

economic development)

• Policy 2018: focus on developing North-East 

academic and technological cooperation

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

Current cooperation: a mapping
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Promoting the Italian science and technology means also 

supporting some demo project: the Green Embassy

Embaixada Verde

Solar fotovoltaico

Fito-depuraçao

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

A demonstration project: the Green Embassy
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• ANEEL regulation on 

distributed production 

comes out from the PV 

system installed 7 years ago 

on the roof of the Embassy

• A cooperation project among 

IT Embassy, UnB, PoliTo, 

ENEL GP Brazil
Photovolyaic system of Italian Embassy

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

A demonstration project: the Green Embassy
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16 • A main exchange of scientific experience derives 

from post-degree mobility, masters and PhD

• Many programmes, research or mobility, bilateral or 

multilateral, focus and support post-degree 

cooperation

Some aspects of the Italian contribution to Brazilian 

scientific development

Focus on post-degree
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• International student mobility has been a target of 

Brazilian policy in last years (SwB)

• Bilateral and multilateral agreements support the 

post-degree mobility

• A main barrier to labour force mobility is academic 

title recognition

Why a double title

From student mobility to labour force mobility
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 Brazil, a typical path in Engineering

 2 study cycles before University (12 years, from 6 

to 18 years old)

 5 years graduation (from 18 to 23 years old)

 2 years master (from 23 to 25 years old)

 3 years PhD (also 23 to 26 years old)

Why a double title

The education path is different
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 Italy, a typical path in Engineering

 3 study cycles before University (13 years, from 6 

to 19 years old)

 University “Bologna process”

 3 years graduation (19 to 22)

 2 years master (22 to 24)

 3 years PhD (24 to 27)

Why a double title

The education path is different
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 Age and credits at the end of graduation

 Brazil: 23 years old, 17 years of study

 Italy: 22 years old, 16 years of study 

 Age and credits at the end of master

 Brazil: 25 years old, 19 years of study

 Italy: 24 years old, 18 years of study 

Why a double title

The equivalence from different point of views 
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 Age and credits at the end of PhD

 Brazil: 26 years old, 20 years of study

 Italy: 27 years old, 21 years of study

NB – Graduation: 1 year less in Italy

PhD: 1 year less in Brazil 

Why a double title

The equivalence from different point of views 
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 To register for the PhD

 Brazil: graduation (in many cases)

 Italy: master (mandatory)

 From the point of view of PhD resgistration, Italian 

“Laurea Magistrale” (master) is equivalent to the sum 

of Brazilian graduaçao + mestrado

Why a double title

The equivalence from different point of views 
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 Enrolment in professional registers requires

 Brazil: graduation (no master)

 Italy: master

 In Italy for working as professional you need 1 more 

year of study and you are 1 year older

 The value of Italian master is much higher than 

Brazilian master: it allows working all over the EU

Why a double title

The equivalence from different point of views 
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 No more title recognition is required for working

 Exit from the university is not delayed

 It gives an evident added value

Why a double title

A loophole with many positives

The Italy-Brazil scientific and academic  cooperation: some aspects and opportunities
Roberto BRUNO

Rio de Janeiro. 17/4/2018



25
Premise: the universities are independent in the 

evaluation of the training

Governments can support double degrees, but 

implementation is responsibility of the universities

Governments can suggest equivalence (ex. master-

master; Phd-PhD), but each course council must 

evaluate the training paths, case by case

Why a double title

A possible strategy to provide an operational 

framework
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 Bilateral agreements between universities for double 

titles can state:

 The PhD equivalence and the conditions for 

enrollment (easy)

 The Italian Laurea Magistrale equivalence to 

Graduaçao+Master and the conditions for 

enrollment (less easy)

Why a double title

A possible strategy to provide an operational 

framework
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Master double title - The owner of the Italian Laurea

Magistrale must obligatorily get the Brazilian 

Graduaçao before enrolling the Master

Example of conditions for granting the graduaçao: 

 discussing a thesis in front of an international 

commission, or

 incurring additional exams, or …

Why a double title

A possible strategy to provide an operational 

framework
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Supporting the post-degree mobility in Italy

 Bilateral opportunities

• Italy: MIUR, MAECI, Regions, Universities, 

Companies, ...

• Brasil: CAPES, CNPq, CONFAP (FAPs), FINEP, 

EMBRAPA, ...

Multilateral opportunities

• EU (ERASMUS +, HORIZON2020), Universities 

networks, Agencies, Companies, ...

Some opportunities
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MCI

 International programs of Brazilian universities 

following the CAPES call

Some opportunities

Bilateral (origin BR)
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 Italian government fellowships

Some opportunities

Bilateral (origin IT)
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 University fellowships

Some opportunities

Bilateral (origin IT)
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 Italian Regions fellowships

 Italian foundations support

Some opportunities

Bilateral (origin IT)
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 https://studyinitaly.esteri.it/

 http://www.miur.gov.it/

www.studiare-in-italia.it/studentistranieri/

www.universitaly.it

Some opportunities

Web site information

The Italy-Brazil scientific and academic  cooperation: some aspects and opportunities
Roberto BRUNO

Rio de Janeiro. 17/4/2018

https://studyinitaly.esteri.it/
http://www.miur.gov.it/
http://www.studiare-in-italia.it/studentistranieri/
http://www.universitaly.it/


34

Do not forget

 ERASMUS +

 CONFAP-EU Agreement

 ...

Some opportunities

Multilateral
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Obrigado pela atenção 

Roberto Bruno
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