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What we do?
Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR)

• Main funder of research activities in Luxembourg. 

• Manage public funds for research projects with increased emphasis on 
selected core strategic areas

• Promote scientific culture and to raise public awareness for research 
and science

• Advise the Luxembourg government on research policy and strategy
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Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR) 

• To establish Luxembourg as a leading knowledge-based society through 
science, research and innovation, thereby contributing to the country's 
economic diversification and future prosperity.

• To set up a sustainable world-class research system in Luxembourg that 
will generate societal and economic impact in key strategic areas.

• Excellence and quality in research. The FNR systematically submits 
funding proposals to an evaluation by independent scientific experts
and applies the highest standards of scientific merit, transparency, 
impartiality, confidentiality and integrity.

Vision

Mission

Key Values
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Information on open calls are published on the FNR website 
www.fnr.lu/funding-instruments

- Keep yourself updated by registering to FNR info on our website

- Each funding scheme has its own requirements, specificities and 
deadlines

- Use them strategically

5

FNR Funding Schemes 

http://www.fnr.lu/funding-instruments
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Funding by career stage
FNR Funding Schemes
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Funding to attract outstanding researchers with high potential in strategic 
research areas in order to set up a research group in Luxembourg

Researchers are eligible between 2 and 8 years after their PhD, they must 
have an outstanding track record in their field which has to fit strategically to 
the research agenda of the Luxembourg host institution.

• ATTRACT Starting Investigators
• ATTRACT Consolidating

• Project duration: up to 5 years
• 1 call per year: 

• Budget in 2020-1: up to 1,5 MEUR for ‘Starting Investigators’ or 2 MEUR 
for ‘Consolidating Investigators’; 

ATTRACT
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AFR Individual

Individual candidates to apply for PhD training in high quality research 
environments

• For PhD candidates in Luxembourg and abroad 
• 1 call in 2021: Deadline spring 2021
• Budget in 2020: +/- 25 grants
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Supports research collaborations between public research institutions 
and Luxembourg based companies through PhD and postdoc training

• PhD or postdoc candidates jointly submit their application with a public 
research institution and a company 

• The Industrial Fellowship scheme has two strands:
• Projects carried out in Luxembourg (IN): More than 50% of

research time is spent in Luxembourg, under an employment
contract.

• Projects carried out abroad (OUT): More than 50% of research
time is spent outside Luxembourg, under an employment
contract, but at least 25% of the work has to be spent at the
company in Luxembourg.

Industrial Fellowships is open to all scientific domains.
• Co-funding by the company is required
• 2 calls in 2020: Deadlines 17 April 2020 and 16 October 2020

Industrial Fellowships  
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FNR Calls 2020



11P.

1. General intro FNR

2. Project funding at FNR 

3. International collaboration



12P.

Co-funding of international research collaborations and networking activities 
between researchers in Luxembourg and abroad

AIM
• Foster international collaboration and support excellence in research
• Increase international visibility of Luxembourg research
• Possibility to address research questions / challenges at a larger scale

Programmes
• Project funding in the framework of bilateral or multilateral collaborations

built on joint research activities 
• Mobility scheme for experienced researchers
• AFR Bilateral: Specific calls for PhD and Postdoc Grants with selected 

partners

International collaboration
Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR)
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Funding possibilities for excellent joint research projects
Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR) 

18 bilateral collaboration 
agreements with 13 countries 
worldwide

FNR bilateral

https://www.fnr.lu/internation-cooperation-opportunities/

https://www.fnr.lu/internation-cooperation-opportunities
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FNR multilateral
partner in 12 international 
research networks offering 
research opportunities in over 35 
countries for researchers based in 
Luxembourg

Funding possibilities for excellent joint research projects
Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR) 
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Research Luxembourg
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didier.goossens@fnr.lu

asael.rouby@fnr.lu (FNR AFR)

marie-claude.marx@fnr.lu (FNR ATTRACT)

richard.nakath@fnr.lu (Industrial Fellowships)

helena.burg@fnr.lu (International collaborations)

National Research Priorities for Luxembourg 
in 2020 and beyond

mailto:didier.goossens@fnr.lu
mailto:asael.rouby@fnr.lu
mailto:marie-claude.marx@fnr.lu
mailto:richard.nakath@fnr.lu
mailto:helena.burg@fnr.lu
https://storage.fnr.lu/index.php/s/iI12FidGuRhycV4#pdfviewer
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