
MSCA PF: introduction and how to apply

Lili Kankaya,
Senior Executive, 
MSCA NCP Malta



MSCA

MSCA
Agenda:
• MSCA and MSCA PF
• How to apply
• How to find a host
• Common mistakes
• PF2MT



Where to find MSCA in Horizon Europe
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Link for Horizon Europe

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en


Pillar I: Excellent Science
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Reinforcing and extending the excellence of the Union's science base

European Research 
Council

Frontier research by the 
best researchers and their 
teams

Marie Skłodowska
Curie Actions

Equipping researchers 
with new knowledge 
and skills through mobility 
and training 

Research 
Infrastructures

Integrated and inter-
connected world-class 
research infrastructures 

€16 billion €6.6 billion €2.4 billion

Link for MSCA

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
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Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 
(MSCA)

Link for
MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2024

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/calls/msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2024
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/calls/msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2024


MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships
H O R I ZO N  E U R O P E
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MSCA Postdoctoral 
Fellowships 

Link for
MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2024

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/calls/msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2024
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/calls/msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2024
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MSCA Postdoctoral 
Fellowships 

Bottom up calls – all domains of research
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MSCA Postdoctoral 
Fellowships Link for

MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2024

Mobility Rule !!!!

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/calls/msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2024
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/calls/msca-postdoctoral-fellowships-2024


EU Member States / HE Associated Countries 
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Link for
EU Member States

Link for
HE Associated Countries

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/glossary/member-states.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
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12Link for MSCA Work Programme (2023 – 2024 version)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf


13Link for MSCA Work Programme (2023 – 2024 version)

23

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
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MSCA Postdoctoral 
Fellowships 
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MSCA Postdoctoral 
Fellowships 

*slides taken from EC presentation made in “Horizon Europe Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 2023 Calls
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How to apply
H O R I ZO N  E U R O P E



18Link for Funding & Tenders Portal (forthcoming 2024 PF Call)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2024-pf-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43108473;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


19Link for the documents provided for 2024 PF call 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2024-pf-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43108473;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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Video

https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-209662


How to find a host

Own network Euraxess MSCA-NET

MSCA 
matchmaking 

platform

Funding and 
Tenders portal

EURAXESS Malta 
- Find a host 

entity in Malta

https://www.euraxess.org.mt/jobs/hosting/search
https://msca-net.eu/available-openings/
https://msca.b2match.io/
https://msca.b2match.io/
https://msca.b2match.io/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2024-pf-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&frameworkProgramme=43108390&callIdentifier=HORIZON-MSCA-2024-PF-01
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2024-pf-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&frameworkProgramme=43108390&callIdentifier=HORIZON-MSCA-2024-PF-01
https://www.euraxess.org.mt/malta/news/postdoctoral-fellowship-training-scheme-incoming-postdocs-malta-pf2mt-0
https://www.euraxess.org.mt/malta/news/postdoctoral-fellowship-training-scheme-incoming-postdocs-malta-pf2mt-0


Common mistakes



Mistakes in MSCA EF applications

• Wrong type of action encoded: GF instead of EF or vice versa

• Information about physical people and basic proposal details:

-Researcher and Supervisor are NOT the same person

-Missing abstract, panel and keywords

• Wrongly encoded NAPs, secondments and short visits

• 50% of the encoded NAPs were secondments/short visits and not non-
academic placements 



Please only encode associated partners ONLY for:

- Outgoing Phase (TC) – ONLY FOR GF
- Non-Academic Placement (MS/ HE AC) – IF 

APPLICABLE

Maximum three contacts can be 
listed for the host Applicant 

After the proposal is created, please list all Participants to the proposal



Maximum Nb of Participants for GF: 3
Maximum Nb of Participants for EF: 2

Host Applicant (MS/HE 
AC) 

First Associated partner: Host of Outgoing Phase 
(Third Country)

Second Associated partner: Host for Non-Academic 
Placement (MS/HE AC)

Always put the outgoing 
phase partner first

ASSOCIATED PARTNERS

Do not encode hosts for secondments here



How to encode the Associated partners in the proposal (part B2):
• Add the outgoing phase host and the NAP host as associated partners in 

Tables 5.1 and 5.2 of part B2

The word “Optional” refers to the fact that the NAP is optional to the proposal (not a mandatory element of the 
application). If it is part of the proposal, it needs to be addressed here (this is not optional).



How to encode secondments

 Do not encode it as an Associated Partner (section 1 – Participants) 

       Encode it in section 5 – Other Questions

       Describe it in the narrative part B1 and in the dedicated tables in part B2



Most common errors in budget

• Wrongly encoded nations (TC instead of MS/HE AC for host beneficiary, NAPs 
in TC)
• Wrong duration of different phases (EF duration, GF outgoing phase, GF return 

phase, NAP)
• Wrong budgets (directly related to wrong durations)
• Wrong Country Coefficient (directly related to wrong nation encoding)
• Secondments/short visits added as Associated Partners generated an extra 

budget



Validation errors and warnings

Warning - indicating the criterion that should be respected to 
have an admissible application

Blocking issue - if not solved, submission will not be possible

• Several applications submitted with Warnings not addressed



Additional opportunities:
 PF2MT & MSCA-NET



Postdoctoral Fellowship Training Scheme for Incoming 
Postdoctoral Fellowship Training Scheme for Incoming 
Postdocs to Malta (PF2MT) Scheme for Incoming 
Postdocs to Malta (PF2MT)stdocs to Malta (PF2MT)• PF2MT supports travel and accommodation expenses for experienced 

researchers  willing to submit a proposal with Maltese entity host for the 
MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowship call with deadline 11th September 2024
•  Closing date: 7th June 2024
• MSCA PF masterclass training date: 26th and 27th June 2024
• Location: Kalkara, Malta
• Very short application form on PF2MT call page

https://mcst.gov.mt/mcst-news/pf2mt-msca-pf-2024-malta-welcomes/
https://mcst.gov.mt/mcst-news/pf2mt-msca-pf-2024-malta-welcomes/
https://mcst.gov.mt/mcst-news/pf2mt-msca-pf-2024-malta-welcomes/


PF2MT financing

Lump sum grant:
• Eur 800 for participants from EU MS/AC
• Eur 2000 for third countries
• 50% to be provided following participation at the training and 

provision of boarding passes and air ticket
• Remaining 50% following proposal submission
• Applicants are responsible for their travel arrangements and VISA



PF2MT Eligibility

• Applicants needs to meet the MSCA PF eligibility conditions in order 
to be considered eligible for PF2MT
• Administrative check only
• Supervisor to be already identified (will be verified)
• Applications to be funded first come, first serve until the fund is 

absorbed
• Find a host entity in Malta

https://www.euraxess.org.mt/malta/news/postdoctoral-fellowship-training-scheme-incoming-postdocs-malta-pf2mt-0


NETWORK OF THE 
MARIE SKŁODOWSKA-CURIE ACTIONS
NATIONAL CONTACT POINTS

MSCA-NET has received funding from the European Union’s Research and Innovation Program Horizon Europe under the grant agreement No 101054477

MSCA-NET PROJECT
All MSCA National Contact Points around the world
are collaborating thanks to this project..

Link for project website

https://msca-net.eu/
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Handbooks

CLICK

Link for project website

MSCANET_COFUND_Handbook_2022.pdf
https://msca-net.eu/


MSCA 
Work 

Programme  
& annexes

Guide for 
Applicants

Proposal 
templates

HE 
Programme 

Guide

Frequently 
Asked 

Questions

Model 
Grant 

Agreement

Documents by European Commission



Useful links
• MSCA Work Programme

• MSCA web

• MSCA PF 2024 call page

• MSCA PF Guide for applicants

• MSCA matchmaking platform

• MSCA-NET & EURAXESS hosting offers

• MSCA-NET handbook with tips

• List of MSCA NCPs 

• PF2MT call page

• Find a host entity in Malta

• R&I landscape in Malta

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2024-pf-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&status=31094501,31094502&frameworkProgramme=43108390&callIdentifier=HORIZON-MSCA-2024-PF-01
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-04/Guide%20for%20applicants_MSCA%20PF%202023.pdf
https://msca.b2match.io/
https://msca-net.eu/available-openings/
https://www.euraxess.org.mt/jobs/hosting/search
https://msca-net.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/MSCA_PF2023_handbook_final.pdf
https://msca-net.eu/contact-points/
https://mcst.gov.mt/mcst-news/pf2mt-msca-pf-2024-malta-welcomes/
https://www.euraxess.org.mt/malta/news/postdoctoral-fellowship-training-scheme-incoming-postdocs-malta-pf2mt-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3h5FNQ-G5k


Thank You

Lili Kankaya
Senior Executive, MCST

lili.vasileva@gov.mt


