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Calls & deadlines
Topic Action Closing 

HEALTH
HORIZON-HLTH-2024-DISEASE-03-13-two-stage: Validation of fluid-

derived biomarkers for the prediction and prevention of brain disorders

– DBT cofunding

RIA

19 September 

2023 

(First Stage)

Research and innovation action (RIA) that establishes new knowledge or explores a 
new or improved technology, product, process, service or solution. The EU funding 
covers up to 100% of the project costs.

• Deadline dates  Stage 1 : 19 September 2023 (17h00 CET)

• Deadline dates  Stage 2 : 11 April 2024 (17h00 CET)

• Budget: EUR 25.00 million (6.00 and 8.00 million per project)



Where to find call text? 

Horizon Europe - Funding & Tenders Portal – click here 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-hlth-2024-disease-03-13-two-stage;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-HLTH-2024-DISEASE-03-13-two-stage;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Where to find GoI. co-funding guidelines? 

DBT

https://dbtindia.gov.in/latest-announcement


Who can participate?  

Horizon Europe:

• ‘By-default’ open to almost all countries;

• Any legal entity i.e company, big or small/SME/startups, research organisations,
universities, non-governmental organisations, regardless of their place of residence or
establishment in "Europe or Non-European countries” – researchers, NGO. Public or
private;

India:

• Central/State Government supported or recognized (Public or Private) academic and/or
research institution(s);

• National/State funded R&D Labs;

• Scientific/R&D performing Indian industry may participate voluntarily (own funding);



Horizon Europe Proposal Eligibility: (1/2)  
Collaborative projects such as RIA/IA:

• Consortium must include, as beneficiaries: minimum three legal entities from EU MS/AC 
independent from each other and each established in a different country as follows:

 at least one independent legal entity established in a Member State (MS); and

 at least two other independent legal entities, each established in different Member States (MS)
or Associated Countries (AC).

27 EU Member States (MS)
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, The Netherlands, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden

Horizon Europe Associated Countries (AC)* : 

Agreements in place: Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe Islands, Georgia, Iceland, Israel, Kosovo,
Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey and Ukraine

The EU is still in the process of association negotiations with Morocco, New-Zealand and United Kingdom’s (UK)
See updates https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
*updated - HE association agreements status as of : V2.5 – 01.04.2023



India Proposal Eligibility: general conditions (2/2)  

• Number of participant from India in co-funded call is not an eligibility condition of HE 

• To obtain DBT co-funding, one or more entities per proposal from India are encouraged to 

increase impact;

• Attention: at least one publicly funded Indian entity must be part of a selected project to 

avail DBT funding; 

• Proposal must include: minimum 3 EU MS/AC partners + 1 Indian or more + open to other 

non-European countries;

• Please check additional eligibility conditions in call text.



HE - Eligibility: additional conditions

Please refer to the eligibility 
conditions in the topic 
description

• Applicants submitting a proposal under the blind evaluation 
pilot must not disclose their organisation names, acronyms, 
logos, nor names of personnel in Part B of their first stage 
application

• Automatic Funding to USA entities 
• Evaluation of Excellence and Impact



HE-Admissibility: general conditions (1st stage)

To be considered, your application must:

• Consortium: minimum three legal entities from EU MS/AC independent from each other 
and each established in a different country 

• First stage: Submission of short proposal (10 pages)

• Standard application form for the first stage (click here)

• Blind evaluation of first stage proposals: applicants may not disclose their identity in Part B 
of their proposal. More information in the Infosheet on Blind evaluation.

• Submitted on time - before the closing date specified in the call - through the electronic 
submission system

• be complete – accompanied by the relevant administrative forms, proposal description and 
any supporting documents specified in the call

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia-stage-1_en.pdf
https://ncpflanders.be/infosheets/pilot-on-blind-evaluation


DBT-Admissibility: general conditions of Gol.

Application must be:

• One or more entities per proposal from India (one public)

• Jointly developed by EU + India + other partners  in prescribed HE template (Part A & B); 

• Submitted electronically to Funding & Tenders Portal electronic submission system by the call 

deadline (task of European Project Coordinator);

• Submitted to Gol. i.e. same proposal as submitted to Horizon Europe F&T Portal + in annex 

administrative & financial form required by DBT; 

• Submitted to DBT via email - within 7 working days after the HE call closing date;

• Complete and contain all parts and mandatory Annexes and supporting documents must be 

readable, accessible and printable;



Who is eligible for HE funding?

EU COUNTRIES

● Member States (MS) including
their outermost regions -27

● The Overseas Countries and 
Territories (OCTs) linked to the 
MS.

NON-EU COUNTRIES

● Countries associated to Horizon
Europe (AC) – (currently 16)

● 120 Low and middle income 
countries: See HE Programme 
Guide.

● Other countries (not 
automatically eligible for EU 
funding, except if stated in call 
text or considered
participation essential by 
EC/funding body)

SPECIFIC CASES

● Affiliated entities established in
countries eligible for funding.

● EU bodies

● International organisations
(IO):

 International European research  
organisations are eligible for funding.

 Other IOs (not automatically eligible for
EU funding, only when announced in the
call  or exceptionally if their participation
is  essential)

Funding of European partners is as per Horizon Europe rules of participation and in function of type of 
action [RIA & IA] – see HE programme guide

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf


Non-European Countries not automatically funded
Exceptional funding / Co-funding / own funding

NON-EU COUNTRIES

not automatically eligible for EU funding

● Industrial & Emerging Economies countries  

● (e.g. US, CA, AU, NZ, JP, KOR, CN, India, BR, 
MX etc.) 

● Associated Partners

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

not automatically eligible for EU funding

● UN, UNESCO, WHO etc.

Other IOs (only when announced in the call  or 

exceptionally if their participation is  essential)

Exceptional funding
Participation deemed essential by 

the EC (outstanding expertise, 
access to research 

infrastructure/data etc.)

Co-Funding 
Bilateral agreement between EU 

and Third Country

Specific provision
mention in the call text for TC 

funding



DBT General co-funding conditions?

• Indian entities to comply terms & conditions of funding agency DBT!  - see web notice;

• Proposal not submitted to both funding portals/agencies will be disqualified; 

• Co-funding subject to positive evaluation by respective Indian funding agencies; 

• Associated Partners: Indian entities not to sign the EC Grant Agreement! 

• Duration: up to 3 to 4 years;



Who is eligible for  DBT Co-funding?  

• Public or Private: academic/universities, research institutions, national & state labs:

 must have a well-established research support system;

 submission of proof of establishment under Indian statue;

 recognition documents and registration at Government of India's Public Finance
Management System (PFMS) - https://pfms.nic.in shall be obligatory;

• Industry: Scientific/R&D performing Indian industry may participate on its own
resource/funding;

Attention: Only co-funding available in HE calls earmarked by DBT (5 calls)

https://pfms.nic.in/


What is funded by DBT under co-funding?

● 100% funding (Grant-in-aid)  Public or Private academic and/or research 
institution(s), National/State funded R&D Labs

● Eligible costs: 
• Capital expenditure (equipment's) 
• Manpower 
• Consumables 
• Travel (local and international travel) 
• Contingency 
• Overheads 
• Outsourcing 
• others (training & awareness; workshops; publications; review meetings, etc.) 

● IND contribution per project: 

• DBT: As per requirement of the project 



Submission of Proposal

EC F&T Portal

IND DBT via Email 

DBT: icone@dbt.nic.in 



Consortium – How to Find Partners?

Use your

network!

Past projects in

area of interest

Brokerage

events
Partner

search

platforms

On individual topics (once open) in

Funding and Tender portal
Partner search e-alerts

NCPs (+networks)

Regional offices

Partnererring

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://www.euresearch.ch/en/euresearch-services/we-inform/newsletter/archive/e-alerts/
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/partnering


Consortia Formation

● At least 3 legal organisations from 3 different EU Member States and/or Associated
Countries (at least 1 from EU MS);

● Additional legal organisations depending on project requirement from Europe,
India, and other non-European countries could be included;

● Partners: multidisciplinary, cross-sectoral & cross-border participation encouraged;

● Gender balance: female participation highly encouraged;

● One Project Coordinator from EU - consortium to decide;

● One lead scientific coordinator from India.



India - Regulatory & Ethical Considerations (If Applicable)

● Notifications/Orders issued towards expeditious consideration of various
regulatory aspects in response to COVID-19 pandemic (see DBT website);

● Research using hazardous microorganisms, genetically engineered (GE) organisms
& products thereof for R&D purpose;

● Human and Animal Subjects Research;

● Authorizations for pre-clinical and/or human clinical trials.

Attention: Lead scientific coordinator from India must have good 
understanding of  DBT regulations and experience in ethical and pre-

clinical procedures of Govt. of India!



India IPR: Ownership, Protection & User rights

● Specify and agree on central IP arrangements as part of a comprehensive and
elaborated Consortium Agreement.

● IP management should cover the following aspects:

● Knowledge management

● Confidentiality obligations

● Background

● Ownership and transfer of ownership of results

● Protection and exploitation of results

● Dissemination

● Access rights

● Settlement of dispute

IPR issues for all the proposals need to satisfy the 
S&T agreement between EU and India



Application form (proposal template)

The proposal contains two parts:

● Part A (web-based forms) is generated by the IT system. It is based on the
information entered by the participants through the submission system in the
Funding & Tenders Portal.

● Part B is the narrative part that includes three sections that each
correspond to an evaluation criterion. Part B needs to be uploaded as a
PDF document following the templates available in the submission system
for the specific topic. Maximum 10 pages!



Beneficiaries

Type of participants

● Sign the grant

agreement

● Full rights and
obligations

● Contribute to reach
minimum eligibility
requirement

● Legal or capital link with 

a beneficiary

● Participate with similar 
rights and obligations to 
the beneficiaries

● Do not sign the grant 

agreement

● Participate in the action

● Do not sign the grant 
agreement

● Cannot charge costs or
claim contributions

Affiliated entities Associated partners



INDIA - Associated Partner

● Entities receiving IND funding in ₹ - Do not sign EU’s grant  agreement

● Can participate in all collaborative projects in the role of “Associated Partner”;

● Your activities and global budget must be specified in the proposal  (part A);

● Can Lead Work Packages/Partner (can not be coordinator);

● Have a 9-digit Participant Identification Code (PIC);

● Sign the Consortium Agreement or similar agreement;

● Being listed in Art. 9.1 of the EC Grant Agreement.



INDIA - Associated Partner Budget [Part A] 



Evaluation Criteria

Proposals positively evaluated/selected by both sides will be considered for co-
funding by the DBT

Horizon Europe Evolution Criteria

1st Stage GoI. Evolution Criteria 



Blind evaluation (in 1st stage)

● There is no evidence that the current proposal evaluation system is systematically biased. 

● There are understandable concerns that evaluation experts may be swayed – perhaps unconsciously –

in favour of proposals from well-known organisations in countries with better performing R&I systems. 

● ‘Blind’ evaluation is a way to remove any real or perceived effect of such reputational bias.

● Experts evaluate without knowing the identity of participants. 

● NEW admissibility criteria: Applicants submitting a proposal under the blind evaluation must NOT 

disclose their organization names, acronyms, logos nor names of personnel in Part B of their first-stage 

application. 

Piloting new processes based on lessons learnt

No identification data can be mentioned by applicants in 
the proposal’s Part B otherwise inadmissible proposal



HE Timeline

"Time to Grant" (8 months max.)

19 Sept. 

Call deadline

Applicants  

informed

Grant 

signature

Evaluation

(5 months max.)

Grant 

Agreement 

Preparation

No negotiation

Call 

opening

Proposal 

preparation

1st Stage

(3 months min.)

Evaluation

(3 months max.)

Proposal 

preparation

2nd Stage

(3 months min.)

11 April. 2024 

Call deadline
Applicants  

informed



Information sources

• GoI website: DBT guidelines for Indian applicants 

• Horizon Europe Website with call details:   Funding & Tenders Portal

• Partner Search 

 Horizon Europe: Guide to an adequate partner search

 Express interest to specific call

 euMatch2.0

 NCP Network

 CORDIS 

• Information and Brokerage events: 

• Horizon Europe info day - Cluster 1 Health: 1 June – click here

• CLUSTER Health - Horizon Europe Brokerage Event 2024: 2 June – click here

29

https://dbtindia.gov.in/latest-announcement
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search
https://mm.fitforhealth.eu/
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/2022-05/guide-for-ps-tool.pdf
https://cordis.europa.eu/
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/OSYlT74DBdeo397co1CGj/overview
https://cluster-health-horizon-europe-brokerage2024.b2match.io/


EU Login Account

30

• Each user has to have an EU Login account to log in on the Portal.

• 1 EU Login account = 1 e-mail address = 1 person

• https://ec.europa.eu/sfc/sites/default/files/eu_login_tutorial.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/sfc/sites/default/files/eu_login_tutorial.pdf


Registration of Organisation 

Remember.. Before starting … Register your organisation

• If you want to participate in a project proposal, your organisation needs to be registered and
have a 9-digit Participant Identifications Code (PIC)

• You can verify whether your organisation is already registered and has a PIC on Portal

• https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-
participate/participant-register

• If not, you can start the registration process on the same page and, once completed, get the
PIC to be quoted in your proposal and in any correspondence with the Commission.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register


Work as an expert
Work as an expert (if not involved in project)

• For evaluation of proposals

• For project review

• Website https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert



Thank you for your Attention!

Dr Vivek DHAM
EU DEL IND

Mr Pierrick FILLON-ASHIDA
EU DEL IND

EU DEL IND

EU: delegation-india-ri@eeas.europa.eu

Dr Manish RANA
DBT

Dr Abhishek SINGH
DBT

DBT

DBT: icone@dbt.nic.in

mailto:delegation-india-ri@eeas.europa.eu
mailto:icone@dbt.nic.in

