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Where to 
start?
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Dip your toe and then focus
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Which social media do scientists 
use?

Collins, K., Shiffman, D. and Rock, J., 2016. How are scientists using social media in the 
workplace?. PloS one, 11(10), p.e0162680. 
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Twitter
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Benefits of Twitter

1.Promote your work – Blogs, papers, photos

2.Learn to communicate concisely – 280 characters or less

3.Find information – Papers behind paywall, up-to-date 

conversations in your field

4.Use for research – Find participants for studies, gather opinions

5.Virtually attend conferences – Get involved in conversation 

using a hashtag, even if you are not there, e.g. #vEGU21
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But will it improve my citation count?

“In conclusion, yes: tweets do predict citations, but 

the effect is very weak. Article views obtained from 

Twitter hyperlinks have less academic substance 

than article views obtained from other referral 

sources. “

BUT…

“The number of tweets represents something else 

than academic impact, for example ‘hidden impact’ 

(i.e., academic impact that is not detected using 

citation counts), ‘social impact’, or relevance for 

practitioners.”

de Winter, J.C., 2015. The relationship between tweets, citations, and article views for PLOS ONE 
articles. Scientometrics, 102(2), pp.1773-1779.
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Using Twitter 
effectively
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Determine your USP

Share valuable content

Try to always use images 

Tag people into posts

Be civil!
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Twitter analytics
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Twitter activity 

You have 280 characters to write a Tweet (in a language 
of your choice) that summarises your research. Include 
the #scicomm.

You have 1 minute

Go!
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Blogs
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thepoetryofscience.scienceblog.com
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Science → Poetry
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Original abstract

Retreat of mountain glaciers is a significant contributor to sea-level rise and a potential threat to human 

populations through impacts on water availability and regional hydrology. Like most of Earth’s mountain 

glaciers, those in western North America are experiencing rapid mass loss. Projections of future large-scale 

mass change are based on surface mass balance models that are open to criticism, because they ignore or 

greatly simplify glacier physics. Here we use a high-resolution regional glaciation model, developed by 

coupling physics-based ice dynamics with a surface mass balance model, to project the fate of glaciers in 

western Canada. We use twenty-first-century climate scenarios from an ensemble of global climate models 

in our simulations; the results indicate that by 2100, the volume of glacier ice in western Canada will shrink 

by 70 ± 10% relative to 2005. According to our simulations, few glaciers will remain in the Interior and 

Rockies regions, but maritime glaciers, in particular those in northwestern British Columbia, will survive in a 

diminished state. We project the maximum rate of ice volume loss, corresponding to peak input of deglacial 

meltwater to streams and rivers, to occur around 2020–2040. Potential implications include impacts on 

aquatic ecosystems, agriculture, forestry, alpine tourism and water quality.
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Poem

In Canada a study found,

How glaciers melt in the West.

The shrinkage is beyond profound,

With seventy per cent at best;

If we ignore the Earth’s request

Then ninety five per cent will go.

New barren lands will not be dressed,

With climate change too warm for snow;

The alpine streams and sapphire lakes they too will go. 
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Poetry → Science
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The science of poetry
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Opportunities

Keynotes Papers Grants
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But will it improve my citation count?

• “We hypothesized that articles receiving 

blog citations close to their publication 

time receive more journal citations later 

than the articles in the same journal 

published in the same year that did not 

receive such blog citations. Statistically 

significant evidence for articles published 

in 2009 and 2010 support this hypothesis 

for seven of 12 journals (58%) in 2009 and 

13 of 19 journals (68%) in 2010."
Shema, H., Bar‐Ilan, J. and Thelwall, M., 2014. Do blog citations correlate with a higher number of future citations? Research blogs as a potential 
source for alternative metrics. Journal of the Association for information science and technology, 65(5), pp.1018-1027.
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Using blogs 
effectively
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Find something new to say / a new way to say 
it

Post regularly

Collaborate 

Advertise yourself

Get involved with the blogging communities
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Key messages 
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Focus on 1-3 platforms

Develop an effective USP

Post valuable content

Collaborate and signal share
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Further 
reading
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