
Launched in 2015, the aim of ESD is to allow leaders and members of European Scientific Diaspora in North 

America to meet, discuss and exchange concepts about their research projects, professional and personal 

experiences in their respective diasporas and overall career path. Each year, a topic is chosen based on our 

interactions with the European Scientific Diasporas and their respective councils to address areas of most 
relevance, interest and impact to the advancement of science. For your reference, you may explore the reports for 

each of our 2nd Annual Meeting at the Embassy of Slovakia in 2016 (Theme: Mentoring), 3rd Annual Meeting 

Embassy of France in 2017 (Theme: Science Communication)and 4thAnnual Meeting at the Embassy of Austria 

in 2018 (Theme: Innovation to Society).  
 

The overarching theme for ESD19 is ‘Science to Humanity’. This one-day event will celebrate and promote 

Europe as a hub for scientific research and innovation impacting humanity, particularly through the lens of Open 

Science and Accessibility to Knowledge. It will hold a series of panels discussing the various roles and 

achievements of European Scientific Diasporas in North America as well as the opportunities and resources 

available for them to connect and collaborate with Europe.  
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 

Jean-Claude Burgelman, PhD 
Open Access Envoy & Head of Unit Open 
Data Policies and Science Cloud 
Directorate-General for Research & 
Innovation, European Commission 
 
 
Jean-Claude Burgelman joined the 
European Commission in 1999 as a Visiting 
Scientist in the Joint Research Centre (the 
Institute of Prospective Technological 
Studies – IPTS), where he became Head of 
the Information Society Unit in 2005. In 
January 2008, he moved to the Bureau of 
European Policy Advisers (attached to the 
president of the EC) as adviser for 
innovation policy. Since 1-10-2008, he 

joined DG RTD, as advisor and then Head of Unit in charge of top level advisory boards like 
the European Research and Innovation Area Board, the Innovation for Growth Group and the 
European Forum for Forward Looking Activities.   
Till 2000 he was full professor of communication technology policy at the Free University of 
Brussels, as well as director of the Centre for Studies on Media, Information and 
Telecommunication and was involved in science and technology assessment. He has been 
visiting professor at the University of Antwerp, the European College of Brughes and the 
University of South Africa and sits on several academic journals. He chaired the World 
Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on Innovation and was a member of its Science 
Advisory Committee.                      
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Biographies of Speakers 

 
Henric Johnson, PhD 
Science and Innovation Counsellor 
Embassy of Sweden 
 
Henric Johnson is a professor and the Swedish Science and 
Innovation Counselor to the United States. He is also a Visiting 
Scholar at Stanford University and a previous senior Wallenberg 
fellow at the Nordic Innovation House, Palo Alto. Johnson has 
also been part of the Stanford Academy Leadership Program 
and the Stanford Fellow program. Johnson has been an 
academic leader for several years in the position as Pro Vice-
Chancellor (Provost) at Blekinge Institute of Technology (BTH), 
one of the most profiled University in Sweden. He has also been 
the Director for the Center for Electronic Security and an 
initiator of the Blue Science Park in Sweden. 

 
Johnson has a well-established network in Europe and the United States, and collaborates 
with several research groups, industry partners, profit and non-profit organizations 
worldwide. He has been a research scientist at the Advanced Research and Development 
Department at Ericsson in the Research Triangle Park, North Carolina and also been part of a 
Biometric startup company. He has studied at Virginia Tech and been a visiting scholar at the 
Security Lab at the University of California Davis. For his research results and impact in the 
industry, he has been awarded The TelecomCity Prize, Teacher of the Year and the Ericsson 
Research Foundation Award. Professor Johnson is frequently invited to lecture in many 
different contexts.  
 

Viktoria Bodnarova 
Regional Representative 
EURAXESS North America 
Viktoria Bodnarova is the Regional Representative for EURAXESS 
North America, responsible for Canada and the US, as of 2013. 
Her main role is to inform the community of researchers of all 
scientific domains and nationalities based in North America 
about the funding and career opportunities the European 
Research Area (ERA) offers (European, national or regional 
funding opportunities). Another important role is the 
management of the European Scientific Diasporas in North 
America initiative together with the EU Delegations and EU 

Member States & Associated Countries. Her latest personal passion project is the Joint 
European Mentoring Initiative (JEMI) of which she is a co-founding director leveraging her 
substantial transboundary personal network for a more comprehensive support platform for 
mobile researchers’ career development. Prior to her position in the US, she was a Project 
Manager and EURAXESS Network Coordinator at the Academy of Sciences of the Czech 
Republic. Viktoria holds a Master of Arts degree in International Relations and European 
Studies from the Metropolitan University in Prague.  



Dimah Mahmoud, PhD 
Programme Manager  
EURAXESS North America 
 
Dr. Dimah Mahmoud is a humanist, activist, and 
passionate change-maker. Her extensive 
interdisciplinary expertise in research, political analysis 
and project management are reflected in the diverse 
conferences she has organized as well as the initiatives 
and collaborations she spearheaded through an 
independent research consultancy she established in 
2014. Her work contributes to advancing sustainable 
socio-economic and political development in Africa and 
the Middle East. She consulted for the League of Arab 

States, UN Women Arabia, El Karama, Arab America Foundation, Massimedia, FUTOUR and 
more recently for EURAXESS North America and The Antiquities Coalition. In addition to her 
consulting, she has co-founded The Nubia Initiative (TNI), a transboundary organization 
aimed at leveraging art, academia and technology to protect, preserve and promote Nubia’s 
endangered heritage and languages. Her latest personal passion project is the Joint European 
Mentoring Initiative (JEMI) of which she is a cofounding director leveraging her extensive 
program and content management expertise to develop a more comprehensive support 
platform for mobile researchers. Dr. Mahmoud completed her MA and PhD at the University 
of Exeter in the UK on Middle East Policy Studies and Sudanese Foreign Policy and 
International Legitimacy respectively. She obtained her BA in Political Science from Towson 
University in the USA. 

Agnieszka Weinar, PhD 
Adjunct Research Professor 
Institute of European Union and Russian Studies at 
Carleton University 

Agnieszka Weinar is an Adjunct Research Professor at 
the Institute of European Union and Russian Studies 
at Carleton University and a Team Leader of the EU-
Canada Policy Dialogues in Ottawa. Between 2011 

and 2014, she was a Scientific Coordinator at the 
European University Institute (EUI). In 2014, she was 

awarded a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Outgoing Fellowship for Experienced Researchers at the 
EUI and Carleton University. Her current research interests address EU-Canada relations and 
North-North mobility systems. Since 2017, Agnieszka has been involved with the evaluations 

of the MSC proposals, and since January 2019 she has acted as the Chair of Marie Curie Alumni 
Association- North American Chapter 



Rainer Gruhlich, PhD 

Director 
North America Office, German Research Foundation 
 
Dr. Rainer Gruhlich is the Director of the North America Office 
of the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German 
Research Foundation), the self-governing funding organization 
for science and research in Germany. Located in Washington, DC 
and New York City, the DFG North America Office works to 
strengthen collaboration between German and North American 
scientists and researchers, supports early-career researchers 
and DFG research fellows in the region, and organizes outreach 
activities to showcase the German research landscape across 
North America.   

Prior to being appointed Director of the DFG’s North America Office in September 2017, Dr. 
Gruhlich headed the section on North America within the Division International Affairs at the 
DFG’s headquarters in Bonn, Germany. There, his portfolio also included coordinating the 
DFG’s activities within the Global Research Council (GRC), a “virtual” organization of research 
councils from around the world committed to multilateral research and collaboration across 
continents. As key organizer of the 2ndAnnual Meeting in 2013 in Berlin, Deputy Executive 
Secretary from 2013 to 2016 and as Executive Secretary until June 2017, Rainer worked to 
establish the GRC as an international forum of research councils and global voice of science. 
He earned his doctorate in Modern History from the University of Tübingen, holds a master’s 
degree in Medieval History from the University of Oxford, and spent an extended period of 
time as a graduate student at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and at Tufts 
University (Medford, MA). 
 

Scott Knackstedt 
Commercialization Officer 
PATH 
 
Scott Knackstedt is a commercialization officer with PATH’s 
Medical Devices and Health Technologies program, helping to 
bridge the gap between PATH’s life-saving innovations and 
those that need them most. He is presently engaged in projects 
concerning microarray patches for drug and vaccine delivery, 
novel dual-chamber injection devices, fast-dissolving tablet 
formulations, and market solutions for medical oxygen. Scott 
supports the PATH Center of Excellence for Microarray Patch 

Technology, PATH’s Innovation Hubs, and is leading PATH’s strategy to develop a portfolio of 
technologies to address snakebite envenomation. He has previous experience in life science 
strategy and business development across protein design, molecular diagnostics, and DNA 
analysis, as well as time spent in impact investing in east Africa. Scott holds graduate degrees 
from the University of Cambridge and the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna, and an MBA from 
the University of Washington. 
  
 



Giuseppe Cataldo, PhD 
Mission/Lead Systems Engineer 
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 
 
Giuseppe Cataldo is the lead systems engineer of two 
astrophysics missions at the NASA Goddard Space Flight 
Center. In this capacity, he directs the technical management 
of the missions, overseeing their teams’ work, schedule and 
budget. He also supports the modeling and analysis efforts 
for the James Webb Space Telescope, the successor to the 
Hubble Space Telescope. At the same time, he oversees 
NASA’s research efforts in the fields of multidisciplinary 

design optimization and multifidelity uncertainty quantification in partnership with several 
institutions. 
  
Giuseppe holds a doctorate degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
several master’s degrees from the ISAE-SUPAERO and the Polytechnic Institutes of Milan and 
Turin. He first joined NASA in 2009 as one of the two European students selected for the NASA 
Academy, NASA's premiere leadership program for talented students. During the program, 
he was one of the select recipients of the John Mather Nobel Scholar Award. Giuseppe is a 
member of several technical committees and is the recipient of numerous awards for his 
innovative contributions to technology, science and engineering. 
  
Giuseppe is fond of space policy and pursues outreach presentations for the general public 
all around the world. He speaks indeed six languages. In his spare time, he enjoys playing the 
violin and the piano, swimming, hiking, skiing, sailing, reading and hanging out with his friends. 
 
 

Tara Vassefi 
Human Rights Lawyer and Board Member 
Open Archive 
 
Tara Vassefi is a human rights lawyer, specializing in optimizing 
the use of digital evidence and user-generated content for a 
range of human rights and humanitarian cases with several 
organizations such as WITNESS, the War Crimes Research 
Office, and UC Berkeley Law School’s Human Rights 
Investigations Lab. She sits on the Board of OpenArchive, an 
organization that collaborates with human rights defenders to 
co-facilitate participatory research and create responsive, 
secure archival technologies. 



Jeremy Coats 
Lead, Foundation Programs 
Institute of International Education 
 
Jeremy Coats serves as Lead, Foundation Programs at the 
Institute of International Education (IIE). He leads six 
programs including the Carnegie African Diaspora Fellowship 
Program, funded by Carnegie Corporation of New York; the 
Greek Diaspora Fellowship Program, sponsored by the 
Stavros Niarchos Foundation; and the Christenson Fund’s 
Indigenous Biodiversity Exchange Fund. During his time at IIE, 
he has managed various scholar exchange programs and has 

supported the Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program’s Europe and Sub-Sahara Africa portfolios. 
Jeremy is also pursuing a Doctorate of Education at George Washington University in 
Washington, D.C. Jeremy served in the Peace Corps in Mali, West Africa as an instructor of 
American studies at the University of Mali in Bamako as well as at the Conservatory of Arts 
and Multimedia Balla Fasseké Kouyate, Bamako. He also lived in South Korea where he was 
part of a teaching and research team tasked with creating innovative speaking and writing 
curricula for high school students. His other experiences include program monitoring and 
evaluation, teacher training and communications. He also serves as Board President for 
African Sky, a Mali-focused NGO that implements educational projects.  

 
 

Derya Buyuktanir Karacan, PhD 
Visiting Researcher, Elliott School of International Affairs  
George Washington University (GWU) 

Derya Buyuktanir Karacan is a visiting researcher at the 
Elliott School of international Affairs of George Washington 
University. She received her Ph.D. Degree in Economics and 
the International Relations of the European Union of 
Ankara University, Turkey. She finished two Master’s 
degrees, from the European Studies Program at Middle East 
Technical University (Ankara, Turkey), and from the Turkey-
EU Relations Department at Gazi University (Ankara, 

Turkey). She worked as a visiting researcher at Georgetown University, Washington D.C., 
between 2014 and 2015. Most recently, before moving to the U.S., she worked as an assistant 
professor at the Department of International Relations in Turkey, for three years, where she 
also acted as the associate dean of the Faculty of Management and taught courses on global 
politics, non-state actors and on the European Union. Apart from her academic works, she 
has actively participated in civil society and had over 13 years of working experience on 
different national and international projects as a coordinator, trainer, or participant. Her 
recent research is on Science Diplomacy in Turkey and science and technology in international 
politics.  

 

 

 



Julien Olivet, PhD 

PhD student in Systems Chemical Biology,  

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical School 

Julien Olivet was born in Belgium on April 1st 1991. In 2010, he 
started studying Chemistry at the University of Namur, Belgium, 
where, in 2015, he graduated with a Master in “Chemistry of 
Life and Nanomaterials” after defending a thesis on the design 
and synthesis of artificial organs. During his last year of Master, 
Julien conducted a research stay in Marc Vidal’s group, at the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard Medical School. 
Since 2015, Julien has been conducting research in the Vidal 

lab and has been awarded three different long-term fellowships to support his work. He will 
defend his PhD thesis next year. 

 

Maria Lönnberg 
Science and Innovation Officer 
Embassy of Sweden 
 
Maria Lönnberg serves as the Science and Innovation Officer at 
the Embassy of Sweden in Washington DC. Prior to her current 
position Maria was the Executive Director at the Swedish-
American Chamber of Commerce, Washington DC. In the past, 
Maria spent numerous years working for Ericsson in various 
business development positions in Stockholm, Dallas and 
Menlo Park, CA. In Menlo Park she was Director and head of a 
unit working with Internet applications, including partnering, 
technical development and pre-sales. She also brings 
experience from a US startup working with embedded 
software as Director, Strategic Marketing. Maria started her 

career as R&D engineer at Sandvik, a materials technology company. Maria has spent more 
than 20 years in the US, about half of them in the Washington DC area. She has also lived in 
Beijing, China, where she was a Board member at International School of Beijing, ISB. Maria 
has a M.Sc. in Engineering Physics from the Royal institute of Technology (KTH) in Stockholm 
and an MBA from INSEAD in Fontainebleau, France. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sofia Sedergren 
Project Coordinator, CUNY Census Project 
The City University of New York (CUNY) 
 
Sofia Sedergren was originally born in Stockholm, 
Sweden and moved to the United States in 2014. 
She received her undergraduate degree in History & 
Political Science from Greensboro College, and her 
master’s degree in Political Science from the 
Graduate Center, City University of New York. As a 
master’s student, she studied political parties and 
immigration rhetoric, which culminated in her 

master’s thesis: “Swedish Migration Politics: Have the Sweden Democrats Taken Over 
the Political Agenda?” She is currently working as Project Coordinator for the CUNY 
Census Project, which aims to increasing participation in the 2020 Census in hard to 
count communities. Sofia is passionate about social justice and in her spare time she 
volunteers at Educational Alliance as a senior mentor where she supports low-income 
students with developing their college applications. In 2019, she spearheaded the 
initiative to establish a network of Swedish researchers in North America, STARS 
Network, which aims to connect academics, entrepreneurs, scientists, and students in 
North America with an interest in or connection to Sweden.  
 

Niklas Hultin, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Global Affairs 
George Mason University 
 
Niklas Hultin is an Assistant Professor of Global Affairs. He has 
advanced degrees in both anthropology and law. Prior to 
joining Mason, he held positions at the University of Virginia, 
University of Cambridge, American University's School of 
International Service, and Swarthmore College. At these 
institutions, he taught the anthropology of international 
development, legal and political anthropology, research 
methods, human rights, and African studies. 

With a regional focus on West Africa, Hultin's research interests addresses two overarching 
(and often overlapping) themes: the politics of human rights and humanitarianism, on one 
hand, and understandings of technology and information practices, on the other hand. 
Specific topics that he has researched include freedom of expression, civic education, policing, 
banking, and transnational human rights organisations. He recently concluded a large study 
of small arms control and crime prevention in West Africa, supported by the National Science 
Foundation and the Isaac Newton Trust at the University of Cambridge. In addition to his 
research and teaching, Hultin is actively involved with several Gambian civil society 
organisations. He is also one of the founding editors of the African Conflict and Peacebuilding 
Review. 

 



Patrick Gebhardt 
Consulting Creative Director 
Independent 
 
I am a hands-on creative with a pragmatic and 
straightforward approach to idea creation, concept 
and design development. Although I take a holistic 
view on my projects I always care about the details. As 
a non-linear person, I relish adapting to new conditions 
and absorbing new information during the course of a 
project. I always aim to work closely with my clients 
and establish strong links to my creative team. I love 
finding the best people for each aspect of a project. 

 
Solving problems, adding value and making a difference is what drives me. I have been 
awarded and nominated for my work for Absolut Vodka in numerous design competitions 
including Red Dot awards, Pentawards, The Dieline awards and Cannes Lions.  
 

 


