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Introduction
On May 10th, 2022, EURAXESS North America, in
partnership with the George Washington
University’s Institute for International Science and
Technology Policy, co-hosted an online event
entitled "Tackling Society’s Biggest Challenges:
Mobilizing Researchers for the Environment, Digital
Transformation, and Public Health."

European Research Day (ERD) is an annual flagship event of EURAXESS North America.
ERD 2022 provided a unique opportunity for high-level European and U.S. officials and
researchers to engage in a lively discussion on the challenges and opportunities for
transatlantic research collaboration. This year, discussions emphasized key global
challenges of sustainability, digital transformation, and health—three priority areas of the
European Commission and its research and innovation program, Horizon Europe.
NorthAmerica
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Commencement
JacksonHoward
Regional Coordinator, EURAXESS North America

Jackson Howard commenced ERD 2022 by providing an
overview of the agenda, establishing housekeeping rules,
and highlighting EURAXESS North America’s mission to
promote transatlantic collaborations by linking researchers
in North America with their European counterparts.
“During these challenging times and with the celebration of
Europe Day on May 9th, this year’s ERD’s theme of shared
values, partnerships, and innovation was truly fitting.”
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Welcome Remarks
Jean-EricPaquet
Director-General for Research and Innovation,
European Commission

Jean-Eric Paquet began his remarks by noting two major international contexts for science. One, the pandemic continues to
shape research and innovation worldwide. For example, the successful development of the Pfizer vaccine - A European science
adventure turned into innovation and success. Two, as Russian aggression puts into question the rule of law and international
order, Europe science communities are cutting science ties with Russia and supporting Ukrainian refugees. Initiatives such as
the European research area platform for Ukraine (operated by EURAXESS), the European Research Council for Ukraine, and
Horizon for Ukraine represent the scientific communities support for Ukraine.
The new global approach to research and innovation was said to be based on like-mindedness and viewing the science the same
way including reciprocity and science integrity. EU Director General ended his remarks by stating that ties across the Atlantic
are deep and continue to be the bedrock of global science. For Horizon Europe, to ease partnerships with the US, American
entities are given associated partners status and grant agreements don’t need to be signed anymore.
“We have to partner up even more than in the past to deliver these science, innovation, and research
outcomes for the world and for our transatlantic community.”
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Welcome Remarks
AurélieBonal

Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of France to the United States

Aurélie Bonal started her remarks by supporting Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. She noted that this sentiment also translates in
the scientific field. For example, France is providing work permits and opening labs for refugees. France also solidifies its support
for Ukrainians by collaborating with Russian civil society groups that oppose Putin’s aggressive acts.
France currently holds the Presidency of the Council of the European Union. Minister-Counselor Bonal outlined the French
Presidency’s threefold program on research and innovation: (1) promoting EU knowledge policy, (2) sharing the international
dimension of European higher education R&I policy, and (3) prompting a sense of belonging, especially among the youth.
One of the outcomes of the presidency is the Marseille Declaration, enacted by 27 EU member states this March. The Declaration
sets out to create a common framework for international cooperation on higher education and R&I.
Bonal concluded by noting that France-U.S. scientific bilateral relations were going strong. In December 2021, a high-level joint
committee meeting for science and technology cooperation held in Washington, DC, yielded three areas for future collaboration:
(1) global health, (2) environment, and (3) emerging technology.
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BrianStone

Chief of Staff, National Science Foundation (NSF)

Brian Stone gave an overview of the National Science Foundation’s (NSF) vision, work, and global partnership initiatives.
As a U.S. federal agency, NSF focuses on basic research, accelerating technology and innovation, creating innovation
culture, and engaging talents from all over the world. Some of NSF’s impactful investments include polymerase chain
reaction research (PCR), rapid COVID testing, and 3D printing, among many others. NSF’s international initiatives include
Global Centers, Rapid International Type 1 Awards, GLASSNET, and the International Ocean Discovery Program (IODP).
“It is impossible to do planet-wide research without international collaborations.”
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OurPanelists

Transatlantic Collaboration and Mobilizing
ResearchersforGlobalChallenges

Dr.FlorentBernard

Science Counselor, Delegation of the European Union to the United States

Moderator-Dr.NicholasVonortas
Director, Institute for International Science and Technology Policy
at George Washington University

Dr.MireilleGuyader

Science Counselor, Office for Science and Technology (OST),
Embassy of France to the U.S.
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Transatlantic Collaboration and
MobilizingResearchersforGlobalChallenges
Dr.NicholasVonortas
Director, Institute for International Science and Technology Policy at George Washington University

Dr. Nicholas Vonotars set the context for this panel discussion with the following three
points.

1. On a policy level, the rise of China is a concern to both the EU and the U.S. Decisions made about science
and partnerships are influenced by global activities and should not happen in a vacuum.
2. The private sector in the U.S. is a major player in R&I. Thus, when we discuss transatlantic relations, it is
important to collaborate with private U.S. companies actively.
3. Europe is currently focused on the war in Ukraine, but it is also vital to be aware of East Asian
countries leading some areas of innovation.
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What is the role of transatlantic cooperation in the
context of the Global Approach to R&I?
How important is it?

Dr. Florent Bernard: Green transition, health, and digital areas of concern all require different international cooperation approaches. For
the green transition, a global approach is necessary, which has been the EU’s strategy. For health challenges, bilateral cooperation has
been Europe’s approach. For example, during COVID, the European Commission collaborated with NIH. Lastly, cooperation on digital
transmissions is more sensitive. Therefore, this is an area where the US and EU can collaborate based on shared values and mission.
Dr. Mireille Guyader: From the French perspective, transatlantic cooperation in the three domains—health, environment, and emerging
technology—is critical, as highlighted in the French-US high-level meeting. The environment and public health domains are global topics.
Data sharing between the US and the EU is critical for the digital transformation domain. The quantum, information, science, and
technology domains are also crucial for strategic collaborations. France, for example, has led the dialogue on pursuing quantum
ventures together during OSDP. All these domains are central to transatlantic cooperation. Biology, medicine, physics, and computer
science are also leading areas of collaboration between France and the US. An average of 21,000 joint publications are produced every
year—CNS account for 40% of them. CERN has works with NIH on various health topics. French research institutes are developing
specific tools to encourage bilateral cooperation as well.
"Transatlantic cooperation is the bedrock of international cooperation."

- Dr. Florent Bernard
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Can you mention specific examples of a research field,
company, or region where transatlantic/global collaboration
(and its benefits) are observable and obvious?
Brain Stone: Here are two examples that show the importance of transatlantic collaborations: 1) The announcement of the
discovery of the gravitational waves would not be possible with observatories in the US and Italy, and 2) Much of what we know
about climate change comes from a U.S.-France initiative working on ice cores in Russian stations. Data is the new oil. Thus, the
U.S.-EU collaboration on challenges around privacy, sharing, and data usage is imperative.
Dr. Florent Bernard: Transatlantic cooperation on fusion (ETA), high particle physic (CERN), and pre-normative research and
standardization (NIST) are a few examples. Electric vehicles, including charging stations, etc. are also important areas of
cooperation that needs to be strengthened.
Dr. Nicholas Vonortas: It was recently agreed that the cloud technology standardization wil take place among all global
companies.
Dr. Mireille Guyader: This year, CNR and the University of Arizona established the France-Arizona Institute for Global Grand
Challenges. CNR is also planning a quantum focused on partnership with the University of Chicago. Collaboration in earth
sciences between NASA and the French Space Agency is another example.
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Where are the opportunities for the future?
What will happen next?

Brian Stone: There are many opportunities for us to engage with the private sector on a multinational basis. The question
becomes, how can we make the government a better partner for the private sector? Especial y in terms of setting the
standards in areas like AI. Working with the private sector is essential to moving forward in the most social y responsible
way.

Dr. Florent Bernard: Cooperation with the private sector is important. For example, Horizon Europe is focused
on the part of the innovation cycle that focuses on incubating and scaling up startups. Horizon Europe also
brings European startups to the U.S. There is a strong need to cooperate in areas of clean tech, plastics,
marine, pollution, circular economy, and many more.
Dr. Mireille Guyader: We can break down opportunities into two categories. First, integrating the private sector in all our
initiatives. In France, for example, we have PariSanté Campus, where research institutes, startups, and medium-sized
businesses all work towards health innovations. Second, continuing to support emerging international campuses,
especial y through our embassy work, is important.
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What are the legal frameworks for private sector
participation in transatlantic participation?
-AudienceQuestion

Dr. Florent Bernard: Horizon Europe is open to private and public research performing companies.
For innovation-related work, entities should reside in Europe or have a European subsidiary in the
U.S.
Brian Stone: The U.S. is trying to determine how to make the government a good partner, despite
a large number of rules and regulations. One of the things NSF has been talking about is how to
bring together competing companies that are dealing with a common issue. For example, wireless
technology has been an area where we have seen competing companies collaborate.
NorthAmerica
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NSF’s regional innovation engine – would be interesting to hear how you
see the role of regions in solving global challenges and joint missions?
Do you see possibilities for transatlantic cooperation related to this area?
-AudienceQuestion

Brain Stone: Every region has something they are good at and areas where they face challenges. For example, we have been
funding AI institutes, and one of the observations was that people team up around common issues. The University of Il inois
Urbana-Champaign is working on frost protection for crops that might be of great interest to France. If we create systems
correctly, it wil allow regions in the U.S. and EU to bring together their innovation groups and solve locally relevant issues.
Dr. Nicholas Vonotars: John Research Center looked at the region of Guanajuato, Mexico, and tried to apply smart
specialization methodology. Through that, the center looked into possibilities for collaboration between Guanajuato and the
automotive industry in Europe.
Dr. Florent Bernard: When Europeans go to the U.S., they follow the bi-coastal mindset, meaning they only see Silicon Valley
or Boston. However, the U.S. is trying to decentralize research and innovation, like Europe. So, when talking about regional
collaboration, it is essential that it happens across countries.
Dr. Mireille Guyader: Transatlantic research is important for tackling global issues. We are committed to breaking barriers.

NorthAmerica

Day
2022

For the past 200 years, our
research philosophy has been
about exploiting our earth, and
now we need to reconsider
that. We must view our earth
as finite and reflect on what
science can do for humanity.”
- Dr. Florent Bernard
NorthAmerica
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Breakout
Sessions

EU Funding Opportunities andHorizonEurope’sNovelties

Dr.DaliborP.Drljača

ScientificOpennessand International Collaboration in Times of Conflict

Dr.MartinPenny

TransatlanticResearchCollaborationandMobility: Needs and Challenges

Dr.SylvetteTourmente
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BreakoutSession

EU Funding Opportunities andHorizonEurope’sNovelties

In this session, Dr. Dalibor P. Drljača of
EURAXESS Worldwide gave an overview on
Horizon Europe novelties including program
structure, European Innovation Council, R&I
missions, partnerships, open science rules,
and Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions.
Participants also had specific questions on
US and Canadian researchers’ eligibility for
Horizon Europe grants.
NorthAmerica
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BreakoutSession

Scientific Openness and International
CollaborationinTimesofConflict

Dr.MartinPenny
European Commission

CarmenShaw

NSPN Notetaker and Rapporteur

This session was centered around Europe’s scientific openness in the context of Russian
aggression. There were two main takeaways:
1. Openness is a fundamental European strategy for international cooperation in a
changing world. Shared values and principles such as academic freedom are important
to create a trusted space. Thus, collaborations will be contingent upon those criteria.
The EU has stopped all partnerships with Russia considering their aggression.
Therefore, some participants stated that scientific cooperation should be conditional.
2. Certain areas will continue to be relevant regardless of conflict. In the context of the
EU and Russia, immediate action from the EU was to cut off financial ties to entities,
and there is a different aspect when it comes to individuals. Recognizing that
individuals on both sides of the conflict are not responsible for state aggression is
important.
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BreakoutSession

TransatlanticResearchCollaboration
and Mobility: Needs and Challenges

Dr.SylvetteTourmente
CNRS North America

AbigailGiles

NSPN Notetaker and Rapporteur

In this session, Dr. Sylvette Tourmente, the director of the French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS),
the largest publicly-funded research organization in the EU, led a discussion on Transatlantic Research
Collaborations: Needs and Challenges. The following were the main points raised:
Scientific exploration and cultural explorations are essential aspects of transatlantic collaboration
If partnerships are formed well, it reduces risk, thereby increasing collaborations
CNRS is one example of an institution with a dedication to transatlantic research collaborations
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ClosingRemarks &SpeakerIntroduction
Dr. Derya B. Karacan, on behalf of EURAXESS North America, thanked panelists and
participants and introduced Maria Cristina Russo, Director for Global Approach &
International Partnerships at the Directorate-General for Research and Innovation,
European Commission, to close the ERD 2022 event.
DeryaB.Karacan

Project Manager, EURAXESS North America

MariaCristinaRusso

Director for Global Approach & International
Partnerships at the
Directorate-General for Research and Innovation,
European Commission
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Closing Remarks

MariaCristinaRusso

Director for Global Approach & International Partnerships at
the Directorate-General for Research and Innovation,
European Commission

@Maria Cristina Russo

One major takeaway highlighted in this event was the openness that Europe and
the U.S. have for R&I. R&I is the building block of the transatlantic agenda, said
Russo. Horizon Europe, for example, has introduced associated partner status,
which will facilitate the participation of U.S. entities and consequently reduce
barriers. Concerted U.S.-EU efforts in green transition, health, energy, and Ukraine
are translated into a global approach. Transatlantic collaboration is strong and will
continue to be so.
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Main Takeaways

1- The private sector needs to be more engaged and integrated into the transatlantic scientific research ecosystem.
The private sector in the United States contributes roughly 75% of scientific research and innovation (R&I), making them crucial
stakeholders in collaborative efforts. Transatlantic partnerships with U.S.-based private companies have the potential to
produce cross-cutting results in three key research fields—namely, health, environment, and emerging technologies. Our
speakers generally agreed that engaging with the private sector on both sides of the Atlantic will be vital for future progress.
2- Transatlantic collaboration in the key research areas identified above should continue to function on shared values, principles,
and visions. European and U.S. shared values include academic integrity, transparency, and ethical standards. Throughout the
event, all panelists agreed and reiterated the importance of these common guidelines.
3- Science should focus on humanity. All participants in the event recognized that science does not exist in a vacuum. There
was a broad consensus that future research and innovation can be a vehicle to help solve societal problems like sustainability,
justice, and equity. Scientific progress is often needed to help alleviate man-made problems, such as climate change. Building a
bridge between science and other areas of society can help bring solutions into the mainstream.
Even during social crises, the scientific community can and should stand up for human rights. Since the Russian invasion of
Ukraine in late February 2022, the European scientific community has made efforts to welcome and include Ukrainian scientists
and researchers in institutions while cutting research ties with Russia. For example, EURAXESS—an EU initiative—has acted as
a platform where Ukrainian researchers can access opportunities to join and participate in European research institutions.
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Recordings
for ERD 2022
The full video recordings including the breakout room
sessions can be found on the main event page.

Please reach out to Jackson Howard and Derya Karacan
of EURAXESS if you have any questions or concerns.
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