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Dear collleagues,

This newsletter is for you!
Via china@euraxess.net,
you can send us any
comments
on
this
newsletter, contributions
or suggestions.
To become a member of
EURAXESS, you can sign
up here. You can also
follow us on LinkedIn and
Facebook and WeChat.

In the past month, several positive policy breakthroughs in EU-China
research and innovation have been achieved. 2nd Innovation Cooperation
Dialogue took place successfully back to back with the 17th EU-China Summit
in Brussels on 29 June. The EU and China stepped up their cooperation in
research and innovation and decided to set up a new co-funding mechanism
to support joint research and innovation projects in strategic areas. Furthermore,
an implementing arrangement was signed between the ERC and NSFC as well
as a Collaborative Research Agreement between JRC and CAS-RADI.
EURAXESS members have an exclusive chance to find out more at a joint
conference Promoting
Excellence
through
Enhanced
EU-China
Researchers' Mobility and Cooperation. An invitation will come later but you
th
can already save the date: 2pm, 7 September 2015 at Chinese Academy of
Sciences in Beijing.
EURAXESS Science Slam is open until 8 October 2015. Use this opportunity
to show your research - it deserves attention! You can get inspired in „Meet
the Researcher“, an interview with Dr Yanting Wang and all other winners from
Japan, North America, ASEAN, India and Brazil who won last year’s Science
Slam.
If you’re looking for new funding, you’ll appreciate the Grants & Fellowships
section with new opportunities. Feel free to browse a selection of Jobs in
Europe and in China. Read more on what’s new in Chinese research with the
usual press review. In this edition, you can also read a number of news from
European Research Area, an open space for innovation and growth, incl.
the recent ERA conference: „Opening Up to an ERA of Innovation“ in the EU
Insight.
We hope you’re enjoying your summer!
EURAXESS Links China
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1 EU Insight – ERA Conference:
Opening up to an ERA of
Innovation

Over 600 scientists,
innovators, and policy-makers
gathered in Brussels for the
ERA innovation conference
© Michael Chia/European
Commission

On 22 and 23 June, over 600 scientists, innovators, and policy-makers gathered
in Brussels, Belgium under the umbrella of the conference “A new start for
Europe: Opening up to an ERA of Innovation” to discuss Open Science, the
European Research Area, and Innovation. Bringing together key players from
the fields of research, business and innovation, the conference provided an
excellent opportunity to not only forge ideas on how to bring growth and jobs to
Europe and to share views on the Innovation Union, but also to network with
key stakeholders and decision-makers – and, ultimately, to shape the future of
1
Europe's research and innovation policy.
Commissioner Moedas’ opening speech: Strategic priorities to tackle
Europe’s challenges – Open Innovation, Open Science, and Openness to
the World²
On 22 June, Carlos Moedas, Commissioner for Science, Research and
Innovation, opened the conference by summarising the achievements in respect
to the creation of the European Research Area and researcher mobility, stating
that mobility is becoming a normal part of the career of every researcher which
is also underlined by the fact that around one in three EU researchers have
been internationally mobile over the last 10 years. Furthermore, he highlighted
the eight-fold increase in the number of jobs advertised on the EURAXESS site
since 2007, with around 10,000 job offers on any given day.

“I see fantastic strengths in
Europe. We are open, we have
diversity, we host great
institutions. With Horizon 2020,
we are funding research on an
unprecedented scale.”
Carlos Moedas
Commissioner for Science,
Research and Innovation
22 June 2015
Opening speech

© Michael Chia/European
Commission
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“But I would like to go much
further and begin building a
global research area. This
will not happen in one step,
but through developing
partnerships with other areas,
such as China, Latin America
and the United States.”
Carlos Moedas,
Commissioner for Science,
Research and Innovation

However, Commissioner Moedas also recognized the three most pressing
challenges Europe is facing, i.e. that Europe rarely succeeds in bringing
research results to market, that Europe falls behind on the very best science in
some areas despite generating more scientific output than any other region in
the world, and that Europe punches below its weight in international science
and science diplomacy.
To tackle these challenges, the commissioner focused on three strategic
priorities, including ‘openness to the world’. Here, he outlined his vision of
creating not only a research area on a European scale, but a global research
area: “This will not happen in one step, but through developing partnerships
with other areas, such as China, Latin America and the United States. […] So,
during my mandate I commit myself to launch and expand a series of
international initiatives.”
Live streaming, presentations and the programme
The conference’s website³ now hosts a number of presentations and speeches
as well as the final programme of the conference. Also available are the session
recordings of the live streaming, which can be accessed here.

A video showing impressions
of the conference can be
found here.

Sources and further information
1

Conference website: http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2015/era-of-innovation/index.cfm.

2

Moedas, Carlos. “Open Innovation, Open Science, Open to the World”. SPEECH/15/5243. 22 June 2015.

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-15-5243_en.htm . Accessed 20 July 2015.
³See footnote 1.
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2
Meet
the
Researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science
Slam China Winner 2014 Yanting
Wang
th

Yanting Wang, born in
Deyang,
China,
just
finished her PhD at Peking
University. Her research
focus is on the molecular
mechanims
underlying
opioid addiction. Her
team identified heat shock
protein 70 as a novel
biological
target
for
behavioral
sensitisation
induced by a single
morphine exposure in rats.
You can contact her on:
phylliswang_2005@126.co
m

th

In mid-June (14 -17 ), the six winners of the EURAXESS Science Slam 2014
came together in Bonn, Germany to claim their prize: a two-day science
communication training in Bonn, Germany; a trip to Brussels, Belgium to
meet with European Commission officials involved in European and
international research and innovation; and an individual meeting at a
European research institution of their choice as a way to encourage and
support their future scientific careers.
More than seven months earlier, Dr Yanting Wang (Peking University) won
the EURAXESS Science Slam China. In the interview to follow, she recounts
her experiences taking part in and winning the EURAXESS Science Slam and
how doing so has affected her burgeoning research career.

Yanting, please tell us about your research background and interests
Molecular mechanisms underlying opioid addiction and looking for novel
biological targets for prevention and treatment of opioid addiction.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
I learned about it from the website of Peking University (posted by the Office of
International Relations).
Why did you decide to participate?
First of all, it is very different from most scientific presentations, and the main
purpose is to create fun from science. Secondly, I like making speeches, but I
never tried to amuse the general public in a scientific context. This was a
challenge for me, but attracted me a lot. Thirdly, I hoped that my presentation
might change some people’s perspectives about science.
Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
The topic of my live presentation is “A story about addiction: How can rats help
us?” I began with a short self-made video to attract people’s interest in addiction
and let people have a general idea about what my research is. Then I told people
what problem I would like to solve and how I tried to solve it. Finally, I ended my
presentation with a short rap to stress the significance of this research and my
expectation about new medication for prevention and treatment of addiction.
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What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?
There is a lot of fun in science and scientists can, sometimes, be very interesting.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or
the live presentation?
The live presentation was much more challenging.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
It was a memorable event in my post graduate career. It is still a very fresh
memory for me, especially those days when my friends and I discussed every
detail about the final presentation.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
I would recommend every researcher who is truly interested in science to
participate, because it is an opportunity for us to see science in a new perspective.
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
1. Prepare well.
2. Speak loudly.
3. Be passionate.
4. Never think about winning or losing; just think about the presentation itself.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from
ASEAN, Brazil, India, Japan and North America. How was your training in
scientific communication?
I enjoyed the science communication training and doing related excercises
together with other winners from diversified backgrounds, and I learned about
some skills in this field. It is very useful to me and it is also a possible career path
for researches.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I visited Dr Hamid Noori at the Central Institute of Mental Health, at the University
of Heidelberg. The reasons are that first of all, my interest is on addiction, and
second of all, I am very interested in in-silico pharmacology, which is a new
discipline allowing people to make treatment predictions without experimental
efforts and to push drug repurposing to a novel level. Dr Noori is an expert in insilico pharmacology and his research interest is also drug addiction. Therefore, I
decided to visit him.
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Have you had any contact with European research before?
Yes, I once participated in an international exchange programme hosted by
Copenhagen University.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
Yes, I would like to.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What
kind of information did you receive?
The meeting with the local EURAXESS service centre in Mannheim was not
possible. But I met the staff of the German EURAXESS Bridgehead Organisation.
I consulted with them about German classes and it seems that there are many
choices for international researchers to learn German in Germany.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
I think so.
Thank you for your time!

Did Yanting inspire you? Visit www.scienceslamchina.com for more
details how to register for 2015 Science Slam.

Meet
the
researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science
Slam ASEAN Winner 2014
Bhamini Bhujun

Bhamini Bhujun

Ms Bhujun recounts her experience taking part in and winning the
EURAXESS Science Slam in ASEAN and how doing so has affected her
burgeoning research careers.

Born in Mauritius.
BENG at the University of
Mauritius

Bhamini, please tell us about your research background and interests

MSC at the University of
Nottingham

My research deals with supercapacitors. These are energy storage devices that
can charge in the space of seconds and retain the charge for several days.
Supercapacitors aim at replacing batteries in the near future.

PHD (Current) at The
University of Nottingham
Malaysia Campus

How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
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I was browsing the internet when I came across Jibby’s video (winner of
EURAXESS ASEAN 2013). It was very interesting and I thought why not give it a
try.
Why did you decide to participate?
I thought that this was an interesting platform where I can showcase my research
to the general public.
Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
At first it was a bit stressful, because I was going to deliver a live presentation.
However, after I met the other participants, the tension eased. They were all here
to have fun while presenting their research.
What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?
I wanted to engage with the audience by using their everyday lives. Almost
everyone uses a smartphone and they could relate to the low-battery difficulty
they experience everyday. I wanted to convince the audience that my research is
definitely ground-breaking in terms of energy storage in electronic devices.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or
the live presentation?
Personally, the pre-selection video was more challenging because it was the first
time I was making a video. I had to research on sound effects as well as graphics
and efficiently incorporate my message in the video.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
I did not expect it at all. There were some really awesome presentations and
when I was announced as the winner, it took some time for the thought to register
in my mind. After I finally realized that I am really the winner, I was exhilarated.
The immediate thought was “Europe-here I come.”
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Definitely! The Science Slam is an incredible experience. You get to meet other
researchers and showcase your work in a relaxed, casual way. It also gives you
the opportunity to step back from the scientific world and have a more general
view of your work.
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
Do not use any scientific jargon. The audience is not specialised in your field. And
most importantly, remember have fun.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from Brazil,
China, India, Japan and North America. How was your training in scientific
communication?
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Meeting the other slammers was a fascinating experience. I got to learn about
their research and experience different cultures. The two day training was
interesting. The trainers were so passionate about their field and it was a fun
learning experience.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I chose to visit the CNRS in France, since it is one of the leading research
insititutes in my field in Europe. My meeting was scheduled with Dr Patrice Simon,
who is an expert in the field of supercapacitors.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
This was the first time I was visiting a research institute in Europe.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
I am definitely thinking of doing post-doc research at the CNRS. They are very
specialised and they have a state of the art lab that would be a dream for any
researcher.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What
kind of information did you receive?
I met up with the EURAXESS service centre in Toulouse and I found a group of
pleasant, research-focussed people. They gave me a general idea about the
services they offer. These services aim at facilitating bureaucratic procedures for
a researcher.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
Being a Science Slam winner was an incredible experience. It opened doors to so
many opportunities and most importantly, winning the Science Slam provided me
with the opportunity of visiting my dream institution.
Thank you for your time!
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Meet
the
researcher:
Interview with Kai Narita,
EURAXESS Science Slam Japan
Winner 2014
Kai Narita, born in Aomori,
Japan won the EURAXESS
Science Slam Japan 2014.
He is currently finishing his
master’s degree in material
sciences at the Tokyo
Institute of Technology, Japan.
narita.k.ab@m.titech.ac.jp

Mr Narita recounts his experience taking part in and winning the
EURAXESS Science Slam in Japan and how doing so has affected his
burgeoning research careers.

Kai, tell us about your research background and interests.
My background is material sciences. My research focuses on biomaterials using
magnesium/calcium phosphate composites.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
st

I attended the 1 EURAXESS Science Slam Japan in 2013 as an audience
member, and I decided to show my research at Science Slam Japan 2014.
Why did you decide to participate?
I wanted to try showing my research to non-scientists. Moreover, the first prize,
and the opportunites provided for the winner is very attractive, because building a
connection with a scientist at an European institute in order to find a PhD position
is not easy for a Japanese master’s course student to do on their own.
Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
I showed my research of magnesium (Mg) as a new bone fixation wearing a
Harry Potter costume. I started by comparing the philosopher’s stone (magic) and
Mg (science) as a healing tool, and did some (I hope) funny experiments using
Mg.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or
the live presentation?
Both the video and presentation time were very short. It was difficult for me to
make them short while retaining important and entertaining points.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
It was very impressive. I learned how my research can be interesting for nonscientists and researchers from other fields from the audience members’ reaction
to my performance and other finalists’ presentations, which were very exciting.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
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Yes! Basically, science is not only for scientists but also for all people. I think, to
learn how to show your research is very important in a researchers’ career,
because you have many opportunities to explain your research to people who are
not familiar with your science field; an interviewer for funding, collaborator of
another field, even your parents!
Moreover, the Science Slam is fun!
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
Go beyond just an explanation and presentation! Make it easy to be understood
by your parents, and don’t forget that you can do any type of performance during
the Science Slam.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from
ASEAN, Brazil, China, India and North America. How was your training in
scientific communication?
I learned many things related to science communication from the training. I think
that the study of science communication is usually conducted for a science
communicator: a science administrator, science journalist, science curator of
museum and so on. However, in this time, I learned science communication from
the view of a researcher, which is very helpful for my research career.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I met some researchers at the Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces, in
Potsdam, Germany: Dr Bertinetti, Dr Habraken and Dr Dunlop. The reason of the
visit was to find a PhD position related to the work of biomimetic materials.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
Yes. I also visited thge University of Cambridge and Imperial College London in
UK.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
Yes. I would like to conduct my PhD research at one of the European institutes I
visited.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What
kind of information did you receive?
They help an international researcher concerning almost any aspect of life, from
learning a language to dealing with the authorities.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
Yes! It is difficult to even get a reply by just sending an e-mail to an institute in
Europe from an unknown Japanese student. In particular, my current research
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and the topic which I am interested in for a PhD position are different. Thus, I
think the influence of being a science slam winner was very high!
Thank you for your time!

Tokyo Institute of Technology

Meet
the
researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science
Slam India Winner 2014 Anand
kant Das
Mr kant Das recounts his experience taking part in and winning the
EURAXESS Science Slam in India and how doing so has affected his
burgeoning research career.
Anand kant Das
Ph.D Scholar
(Neuroscience, Biophysics)
Tata Insitute of Fundamental
Research(TIFR),
Mumbai,
India)
anandkantdas@gmail.com
http://artha-meaning-oflife.weebly.com/

Anand, please tell us about your research background and interests
After completing my Bachelor of Science (Honors) in Chemistry from St
Stephen’s college, Delhi, India, I joined the Integrated-Masters of Science
(Biological Sciences) and Ph.D. (Neuroscience and Biophysics) program at Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai, India. At present, I am a
senior PhD scholar working in the Biophotonics laboratory of Prof Sudipta Maiti
where we investigate biophysically tractable problems using sensitive tools.
My present research focuses on the key steps which underlie debilitating
neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. A better
understanding of the disease mechanism will help us gather leads for designing
effective therapeutics. I use a variety of very sensitive biophysical tools and
techniques to probe damage of nerve cells in these diseases. In addition to this,
I have a passion for science writing and communication and independently
maintain a science blog by the name ‘Artha-meaning-of-Life’.

How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
I first time heard about the Science Slam was when I first encountered a
beautiful poster on the notice board of TIFR announcing the EURAXESS
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Science Slam competition. In addition to this, quite a few emails were circulated
by the institute briefing on the nature of the contest. I went online and decided
to explore the do’s and don’ts of science slamming and this is how I got an idea
of what slamming is all about.

Why did you decide to participate?
I believe that there exists a wide gap between the research and innovations which
take place in laboratories and what reaches the interested public. The only way to
bridge the gap is science communication. It is an effective way to disseminate
scientific knowledge and explain the wider relevance of scientific findings to
societies. A science slam is a very powerful and entertaining way to communicate
scientific research and this motivated me to participate in the event. In addition,
the first prize-a trip to Europe, for the slam winner looked very tempting.

Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
I work on proteins which are believed to cause damage to brain circuits in
Alzheimer’s disease. This malady of Alzheimer’s is so devastating that the
principle memory center of the brain gets damaged and eventually the other key
areas of the brain are also paralyzed. The worst symptom of the disease arrives
late but comes with a bang. One loses memory of everything including ones own
name. It looks as if in the canvas of life, relationships and societies one has lost
oneself. To be precise, one has forgotten one’s own identity, experiences of life
and everything what we call a collective memory of us and hence my talk was
titled as ‘A forgotten life…’.
I delivered a 10 min slam (see picture above) in front of a lively and enthusiastic
audience at Café Zoe in Mumbai. It was a tough job but a great learning
experience for me. The show was extremely well organized and professionally
managed. I thoroughly enjoyed the event and learnt a lot of interesting science
from fellow slammers.
In my own slam, I tried to explain the complexity of the human brain by giving
proper anecdotes and examples. I briefly talked about how nerve cells talk to
each other and the importance of such communications for normal brain
functions. If the information transfer is disrupted, then brain functions is affected.
Such is the fatal turn of events in Alzheimer’s disease that one’s own proteins,
Amyloid-β, turn rogue, form gangs and attack nerve cells disrupting
communication between nerve cells; thus leading to damage of the memory
center of the brain. My own research has lead to identification of two key parts
of this protein, the fold region which is important for attaching to nerve cells, and
the leg region of the protein which pulls the toxic trigger. Targeting these two
regions could, in principle, lead to advanced therapeutics. I made use of a
power-point presentation, videos, brain models and other props to bring out the
excitement of my research to the non-expert audience.
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What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?
My message to the audience can be summarised in three key ideas:
1. The brain is very complex. Communication between nerve cells is most
important for brain function.
2. Certain self-proteins turn rogue and can cause deficits in nerve communication.
3. Alzheimer’s disease causing Aβ protein can attack nerve cells with its bum
region and pulls triggers with its legs. These two regions can principally be
targeted in reducing brain damage in Alzheimer’s disease.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or
the live presentation?
The live presentation was more challenging because there was no scope for
retake. Additionally, you cannot overshoot the alloted time.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
The experience can’t be summarized in a few words. It was a very enriching,
entertaining and a great learning experience for me. I got to interact not only with
fellow speakers but also with the audiences and guests during the networking
dinner. The ambience of the café, the aroma of the food and of course the slam
sessions made my evening. Thank you EURAXESS for organizing such a lovely
event. Three cheers to the team and management.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Yes, in brief I recommend the slam in the strongest possible words. I think more
and more researchers should come out of their laboratories and share their
research with society (the principle source of research - public money) and
make them understand how the public money is being used to do useful and
exciting science. Science communication will bridge a lot of gaps and also
enthuse people with rational and scientific thought processes. Slamming is a
fun way to communicate and I wish good luck to all the slammers in near future
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
Science communication is not that easy, particularly when the complexity and the
relevance of one’s own research needs to be explained to a lay person.
Nevertheless, it is a fun and necessary exercise because as you prepare to
explain your work, it gives you a sense of ownership and increases your
confidence as you reach out to the public. Chalk out the key aims of your project
in three basic ideas and then spend time thinking of ways to simplify these without
going wrong on the scientific side or over claiming the findings.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from
ASEAN, Brazil, China, Japan and North America. How was your training in
scientific communication?
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Meeting fellow slammers from different parts of the world was great fun.The twoday science communication training programme was one of the best training
workshops I have ever attended.The trainers were stalwarts in the field.The
workshop was highly useful and covered different aspects of communication. It
was very interative in nature and comprised of different modules which taught us
a lot.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I opted for Cambridge University, UK and went on to meet Prof Maria Grazia
Spillantini and Prof Peter St George-Hyslop. They are leading researchers in the
field of neurodegenerative diseases, an area which is of immense interest to me.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
This was the first time I made contact with European researchers. Prior to this trip,
I had only read about their work but had no contact with them. Thanks to
EURAXESS, I could meet not only experts from Cambridge University but also
make a private trip to Gottingen, Paris, Vienna etc. and meet leading researchers
from these universities.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
My trip to Europe was a life changing experience for me. It was a very successful
and satisfying trip. I could meet, discuss and network with leading European
scientists and policy makers. I was lucky enough to bag a few postdoctoral
positions and have finally decided to take up a postdoctoral position at Vienna
University of Technology.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What
kind of information did you receive?
I met Dr Joy Warde at Cambridge. She was very helpful and kind. I discussed at
length with her about different funding schemes which exists for researchers,
accommodation and things related to a long term stay at Cambridge.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
Yes, definitely it did. I could communicate with confidence and clarity with leading
European scientists. This eventually led me to post doc offers at various leading
laboratories in Europe.
Thank you for your time!
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Meet the researcher: Interview
with EURAXESS Science Slam
Brazil Winner 2014 Vanessa
Cardoso Pires
Vanessa Cardoso Pires
Brazilian, nutritionist, started
her research career in 2006
working in a project of
scientific initiation as an
undergraduate student. In
2012
she
finished
her
Master’s degree in Health
Sciences and studied at the
University of Texas MD
Anderson Cancer Center as a
research intern. Currently,
she is finishing her PhD in
Food Science, working with
maternal
and
paternal
programming of breast cancer.
vanessacpires@usp.br

In the interview to follow, Ms Cardoso Pires recounts her experience
taking part in and winning the EURAXESS Science Slam and how doing
so has affected her burgeoning research career.

Vanessa, please tell us about your research background and interests
At the beginning of my research career, I was interested in investigating the
effects of functional foods on male reproduction. Following this interest, I worked
with green tea and grape juice. However, when I finished my Master’s degree, I
wanted to open my mind to new areas. For this reason, I went to the US to learn
more about natural products on cancer prevention and treatment, but this was not
exactly what I wanted to work on. So, in my PhD project, I had the opportunity to
put together the topics of male reproduction, functional foods and cancer, in an
amazing and new area called maternal and paternal programming. Finally, my
currently research project is focused on investigating the effects of maternal
and/or paternal blackberry extract consumption on breast cancer risk in female
offspring.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
I learned about the EURAXESS Science Slam on Facebook.
Why did you decide to participate?
I decided to participate in this competition because I and other friends created a
group about science communication in Brazil (GATU), mainly due to the difficulty
that some professors have in transmitting knowledge. However, we had no idea
about how relevant this topic is around the world, since in Brazil this has no great
importance.
Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
In my live presentation, I represented Death. She talked about her life and the
difficulty of doing her job, which is to induce breast cancer in women, mainly
because of research on the prevention of breast cancer before one is born
through parents’ food intake. She was desperate and searching for a new
opportunity in life in Europe.
What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?
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The most important thing in the final is to relax, enjoy this unique moment and
have fun.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or
the live presentation?
The live presentation was more challenging because you need to transmit the
principal message about your research project to a non-expert audience, that is
not easy, and holding everyone’s attention using funny tools.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
I can say that was a unique experience, not only the European trip (that was
wonderful), but I also had the opportunity to show my research project on a TV
show; radio; the website of my university; a lot of blogs, etc. I have been able
enjoy good visibility to present a little of the big research world in Brazil.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Definitely yes! This is a great opportunity to develop abilities that in the academic
environment, in general, is not allowed.
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
If their grandparents and parents could understand their research project,
probably is because is it easy to understand. I think this is the principal thing in
the EURAXESS Science Slam. Other thing is: have fun!
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from
ASEAN, China, India, Japan and North America. How was your training in
scientific communication?
The training in scientific communication was wonderful! Not only because the
course was extremely intense and productive, but also the opportunity to work
with the other slammers. I was able to learn a little about each country and what
the research area there is like.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
I decided to visit the University of Cambridge because one of the most important
research groups in my area is located there.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
Yes, I have participated in a workshop at my university in partnership with the
University of Cambridge. But the experience to be in the European research
environment is irreplaceable.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?

July 2015 | Issue 63 Page 20 of 70

EURAXESS LINKS CHINA
Yes. During my visit in Europe, I could see how much greater the investment is in
research compared to Brazil. It is really different and much better than in my
country.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What
kind of information did you receive?
I have received a lot of information about different ways to apply to a post-doc
programme at the University of Cambridge; what kind of assistance they have;
the cost of living in Cambridge and the benefits of studying there.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
I think so, because I could show my possible future boss more abilities than we
can learn in academia. Maybe this can be a differentiator between me and other
candidates.
Thank you for your time!
www.grupogatu.com
www.facebook.com/grupogatu

Meet
the
researcher:
Interview with EURAXESS Science
Slam North America Winner 2014
Kurtis Baute
Kurtis Baute is from rural
Ontario, Canada. He holds
a B.A. in Biology from
Wilfrid Laurier University,
and is currently finishing a
M.Sc.
candidate
in
Environmental Science at
the University of Guelph.
kurtis.baute@gmail.com

Mr Kurtis Baute (University of Guelph, ON, Canada) participated in and won
the EURAXESS Science Slam in the North America. He recounts how
taking part in and winning the EURAXESS Science Slam and how doing so
has affected his burgeoning research career.

Kurtis, please tell us about your research background and interests.
Currently, I’m trying to turn plants into power, by researching a form of renewable
energy called ‘biogas’. It’s a super interesting field, but my passion for science
communication has overhwhelmed me – it’s what I want to do next. I want to
know what scientists can do to make their research more accessible, and that too
will take research.
How did you learn about the EURAXESS Science Slam competition?
An email made its way through my university and reached me through a friend.
Why did you decide to participate?
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I love making videos almost as much as I love science. Combine that with the fact
that I don’t mind being a bit silly now and then, and submitting something to the
competition became a no-brainer for me.
Please tell EURAXESS Links Newsletter readers about the live presentation
that you made.
My live slam was one part audience participation, one part song, two parts nerdy
science jokes, and six parts just having fun.
What was the message that you wanted to deliver to the audience attending
the live finals?

The live presentation video
can be watched online here.

I wanted to help the audience see that the future of energy production is probably
not as bleak as they thought, but also suggest that it might be weirder than they
imagined.
What did you find more challenging, preparing the pre-selection video or
the live presentation?
The live presentation was certainly trickier for me in some ways. I wasn’t sure if
my slam was going to be too long or too short, and chosing what to leave in and
take out was hard.
What was your experience like as winner of the 2nd global EURAXESS
Science Slam?
I would say: Wow. The whole experience has lead to being contacted by
newspapers, put our lab in touch with other researchers, it definitely didn’t hurt in
helping me get a science communication job, and it sent me off to Europe to meet
and learn from some incredible people. It has been a game changer for me.
Would you recommend taking part in the Science Slam to other researchers?
Why?
Yes, of course! Do it! Worst case scenario, you tried something new and learned
some things. Best case scenario, you are suddenly in Europe thinking about how
your life has changed.
Are there any tips that you would like to give to prospective EURAXESS
Science Slam participants?
Just go for it. Be yourself, have fun, and know that looking a bit silly is not only
‘OK’, it’s basically encouraged.
You were awarded a trip to Europe and met the other slammers from
ASEAN, Brazil, China, India and Japan. How was your training in scientific
communication?
The training was excellent. I learned a ton from the speakers, and became part of
a growing community of enthusiastic scientists.
EURAXESS also funded your trip to visit to a European research institute of
your choice. Which institute did you visit and who did you decide to meet?
Why?
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I went off to the University of Copenhagen to meet with Jan Sølberg in the
department of Science Education. Of all of Europe, I chose to go there because
it seemed like the sort of city I could see myself living in at some point (did you
know there are 1.8 bikes per person there?), and because it had a prestigious
research group that I was interested in meeting.
Have you had any contact with European research before?
I have had only a very brief introduction to a European research group before,
and not in the field of science education.
Would you now consider coming to Europe for either a short-term or longterm period to pursue a research career or additional studies?
Definitely. If and when I decide to start my PhD, Europe will be on the top of my
wish list.
You also had a meeting with the local EURAXESS Service Centre. What
kind of information did you receive?
The main thing I learned in meeting with the EURAXESS service centre
representative in Copenhagen is that there is a huge amount of support. You
don’t have to go through the process of applying and moving to Europe on your
own.
Do you think that being a Science Slam winner had an influence on your
ability to gain an appointment at your institution of choice?
Yup! Once I managed to make contact with the researchers there and once they
knew I had won a contest for all of North America and chose to visit them, of all of
Europe, they were definitely keen to meet me. However, I learned that I had to be
a bit careful about keeping my emails out of spam boxes, because apparently this
prize is unbelievable even to computers.
Thank you for your time!
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3 EURAXESS Links Activities
3.1 EURAXESS Network Newsletter – find out what’s new in
the EURAXESS world

EURAXESS is the researchers’ bridge between Europe and the world. It’s a
network of dedicated service providers that assists researchers (both European
and foreign) with their mobility needs. By working closely together, EURAXESS
offers personalised aid to interested parties looking to come to a specific
country within Europe. This extensive network of over 500 service providers is
present in 40 different countries across Europe.
In the next Network Newsletter, find out more about the work of EURAXESS as
well as our latest activities. Read an interview with EURAXESS bridgehead
organisation (=head office) of the Czech Republic, and highlights from the
th
Links countries in the 10 Network Newsletter.

Read the Network Newsletter here.

July 2015 | Issue 63 Page 24 of 70

EURAXESS LINKS CHINA

Have a look at an interview with EURAXESS Czech Republic and play their
Prezi to see how Service Center in Prague looks after incoming
researchers!

3.2. EURAXESS Science Slam: Your research deserves
attention!
Your research deserves attention! 科学大满贯: 关注你的研究
A science slam is a scientific talk where researchers compete to present their
work in front of a non-expert audience. The slam is a way to show the engaging
and fascinating side of research to the wider public.
What does the word "slam" mean?
In a dictionary you can find many meanings for the word "slam", such as:


To slam (e.g., a door): To close or strike with strong impact (great force,
loud noise)



To slam (e.g., an opinion): To attack verbally or criticize harshly



A poetry slam: A competition at which poets read or recite original work

The last meaning is closest to the meaning of "science slam", although it is also
about making an impact on your audience, and strike the public with clear and
strong demonstrations of your research ideas.
The science slam is open to everyone who is doing research, in all fields.
Law, literature, economics, medicine, agriculture… any field is fine. All
nationalities and all research career stages currently based in China (incl.
Hong Kong and Macau) are eligible.
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First prize is a free trip to Europe which includes:
1. Trip to EU headquarters in Brussels to meet EU research policy
representatives
2. Science communication training
3. Field visits in any research institution according to your choice, anywhere in
the EU.

You must slam in English BUT your level of English is NOT part of the
evaluation. As long as if understandability and style are unaffected, any level is
OK. Taking part in the Science Slam will help you improve your English science
communication skills!
You can read a full list of other Frequently Asked Questions
www.scienceslamchina.com

on

The deadline for submissions is 8 October 2015. The 5 best videos will be
selected by a jury and their authors invited to come to Beijing and compete for a
trip to Europe at the Science Slam finals at the end of October in Beijing. More
info at www.scienceslamchina.com Terms and Conditions are here.
We’ll be glad if you help us distribute this call among your students, your
colleagues and friends in the research community!

SHOW YOUR CREATIVITY AND SLAM YOUR WAY TO EUROPE!

展示你的创造力，欧洲旅行大满贯！

4 News & Developments
4.1 EU & Multilateral Cooperation
Europe: EU-China summit, Brussels
The 17th bilateral summit between the European Union and China took place
on Monday 29 June in Brussels, celebrating the 40th anniversary of EUChina diplomatic relations.
The EU was represented by Donald Tusk, President of the European Council,
and by Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission.
China was represented by Prime Minister Li Keqiang.
EU-China summit joint statement, 29 June 2015
Among the documents signed during the 17th summit were three agreements
related to science and research:
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Joint Statement welcoming the Renewal of the EU-China Science
and Technology Agreement.



Implementing Arrangement between the European Research Council
and the National Natural Science Foundation of China.



Collaborative Research Arrangement between the European
Commission Joint Research Centre and the Chinese Academy of
Sciences Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital Earth.

Get more information at the Council's website.

Europe: New initiative launched to encourage Chinese top
researchers to join ERC teams in Europe
A new initiative was launched on Monday to facilitate for young Chinese
researchers to come to Europe on scientific visits, joining ERC-funded
teams. In the context of the 2 nd EU-China Innovation Cooperation Dialogue
that took place around the EU-China Summit, the agreement was signed in
Brussels by European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation
Carlos Moedas and the Chinese Minister of Science and Technology Wan
Gang, in the presence of ERC President Prof. Jean-Pierre Bourguignon and Liu
Congqiang, Vice President of National Natural Science Foundation of China
(NSFC).
Read more about it in this linked document.

Europe: Huawei and European partners join forces as EU 5G
research levels up
Europe reached a major milestone on the road towards 5G with the launch
of the first phase projects of the European 5G Public Private Partnership
(5G-PPP) on 1 July 2015. Huawei is a key contributor to this joint effort.
The 5G-PPP initiative is expected to leverage a total of €3.5 billion in
private investment, boosted by €700 million in EU funding.

The 5G-PPP aims at strengthening European 5G research and global
cooperation in this field with a view to achieving communications infrastructure
capable of coping with future wireless demand by 2020. This involves providing
1000 times higher wireless area capacity, saving up to 90% of energy per
service provided, and creating a secure, reliable and dependable internet with
"zero perceived" downtime.
Huawei has been at the forefront of this collaborative effort since the very
beginning, as Board Member of the 5G Infrastructure Association, and is now
contributing with its expertise and global resources to some of the most futureoriented projects being implemented under the Horizon 2020 Framework
Programme.
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Huawei will be leading work packages in four of the five projects:


METIS-II: Mobile and wireless communications enablers for twentytwenty (2020) information society-II



FANTASTIC-5G: Flexible air interface for scalable service delivery
within the wireless communications networks of the fifth generation



mmMAGIC: Millimetre-wave based mobile radio access networks for
the fifth generation integrated communications



5G-Xhaul: Dynamic reconfigurable optical-wireless backhaul/fronthaul
with cognitive control plane for small cells and cloud-RANs



5Gex: 5G Exchange, Multi-Domain Orchestration for Software Defined
Infrastructures

Find out more on the projects

Europe: RADI, JRC Ink Collaborative Agreement in Brussels
GUO Huadong, director-general of the Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital
Earth (RADI), and Vladimír Šucha, director-general of the European
Commission Joint Research Center (JRC), signed a new collaborative research
th
arrangement during the 17 China-EU Summit at the EU Council headquarters
in Brussels on June 29. The event was witnessed by Chinese Premier LI
Keqiang, European Council President Donald Tusk and European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker.
According to the agreement, the two parties will address global challenges
related to sustainable development, climate and disaster risk reduction.
Cooperation will encompass six major fields of Earth observation and digital
Earth including human settlements analysis, a digital Earth science platform,
land and soil degradation, air quality, land cover mapping, and agricultural
monitoring. Collaborative activities will include exchange of scientific and
technological information, joint training programs, implementation of ongoing
programs, and projects and activities of mutual interest.
th

The RADI-JRC agreement was listed in the 17 China-EU Summit Joint
Statement as one of the summit’s major outcomes.
JRC is the European Commission's in-house science service. It employs
scientists to carry out research in order to provide independent scientific advice
and support for EU policy. The relationship between RADI and JRC builds upon
more than a decade of successful cooperation. Read more about it in JRC or
the CAS Newsroom.

July 2015 | Issue 63 Page 28 of 70

EURAXESS LINKS CHINA
Investment Plan for Europe: European Fund for Strategic
Investments adds firepower to Horizon2020 for innovative
SMEs
The European Commission has put the final building blocks in place to kick-start
investment in the real economy. A package of measures agreed today will
ensure that the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) is up and
running by early autumn 2015, keeping the ambitious timetable set by President
Jean-Claude Juncker to implement the Investment Plan for Europe.
Carlos Moedas, Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation,
signed an agreement with the European Investment Bank and the European
Investment Fund that will enable the EFSI to enhance existing loan guarantee
instruments. This notably concerns the InnovFin SME Guarantee, a part of the
new generation of financial instruments developed under Horizon 2020, the
EU's research and innovation funding programme. (EU Research & Innovation)

Breaking the glass ceiling in science
The European Commission’s women’s rights committee adopted a report which
sets out how women could be helped to overcome the barriers preventing them
from progressing in science, research and technology.
Women might make up half the population, but they represent only 33% of
European researchers, 20% of university professors and 15.5 % of heads of
institutions in the higher education sector. The draft report, by Elissavet
Vozemberg (EPP), proposes several initiatives to be taken by the European
Commission and the Member States in order to tackle the situation. As Ms
Vozemberg’s stated:
“My report focused on further positive actions in order to challenge the glass
ceiling barrier, highlighting the importance of ensuring absolute fairness in the
hiring process, eliminating stereotypes or prejudices concerning the female
gender and tackling women being underrepresented in science, technology,
engineering and math careers.”
Some of the actions pushed forward by the report are: improving network
opportunities for female scientists in Europe, putting in place campaigns
encouraging women to pursue scientific careers, asking for programmes to
actively encourage women to continue their careers after maternity leave, and
making the creation of gender equality plans a precondition for access to public
funding in research. (DiscovHer, the original full report is available here )

Training Class Designed for EU Officials under the Name
“Understanding China” Launched at Beijing Language and
Culture University
Under the auspices of Hanban, The Chinese National Office for Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language, a new training class focused at teaching EU

July 2015 | Issue 63 Page 29 of 70

EURAXESS LINKS CHINA
Officials about Chinese culture and society was conducted this summer at
Beijing Language and Culture University.
The training programme was officially started 6 July in an opening Ceremony
attended by representative from Hanban and the European Union Delegation in
Beijing. 33 European officials took part in the programme over the course of 15
days. See more info here (in Chinese).

Europe: Public consultation on the EU Blue Card: Are you a
non-EU citizen with experience of working in Europe? Do you
have comments?
The Blue Card is an approved EU-wide (non-research related) work permit
allowing high-skilled non-EU citizens to work and live in any country within the
European Union, excluding Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom, which
are not subject to the proposal.
The European Commission has opened up a public consultation on the
issue. If you are a non-EU citizen with experience working as a high-skilled
worker in Europe before this is a great change to give back some comments
and points so the process can be improved.
You can fill out the survey here. For more information please check the call
itself.

Europe: Animated Infographics from the EU Pavilion at EXPO
Milan
Three short 60 second animated infographics corresponding to the three
"content" walls at the EU Pavilion at EXPO Milan were produced for that
occasion. They have now published all three as interactive presentations so that
one can get more information on the projects included as follows
1) How does EU research & innovation promote a smarter food chain?
2) How does EU Research & Innovation promote healthy, safe, efficient
food production?
3) How EU Research & Innovation works for a better world (EU-AFRICA
theme)

Europe: The Marie Curie Alumni Association has published
an e-book „Role models for mobility of MCAA women
scientists“
More and more women today are choosing to study science and undertake
scientific careers. Likewise mobility during one's career is increasingly important
in today's world. Cutting edge research tends to be undertaken via international
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collaboration, often within networks built up by moving to a new country to
obtain a degree or undertake research. In addition many of today's funding
opportunities are geared towards international cooperation.
Therefore this ebook has been developed to showcase the careers of women
scientists who have undertaken mobility during their careers, many of whom
have moved to a number of different countries during their careers to undertake
research. It is hoped that their stories will provide young women who are just
starting out in their science careers with inspirational role models, and that
these stories give them realistic information about career opportunities.
Are you a former Marie Curie fellow? Register in the MCAA or get in touch
with us. More info here.

Horizon 2020 project information now available on CORDIS
CORDIS is continuing its role as the European Commission's primary public
repository, containing over 100,000 EU-funded research projects and results
stretching back 25 years and now extending its services to Horizon 2020
projects.
The first Horizon 2020 grants were signed in 2014 and hundreds of new
projects are being added each month. CORDIS retrieves its information from
the grant agreements, publishing for each project its acronym, costs, topic,
funding scheme, objectives, coordinating and participating organisations,
including the EC contribution for each beneficiary. Horizon 2020 projects can
currently be found through their programme area and topic but further
information is planned to be added, including project websites, contact persons
and cross-cutting domains. A more thematic approach to information will also
be explored.
The publishable reports from Horizon 2020 projects will also be made available
on CORDIS in the future, alongside the thousands of Report Summaries
currently being submitted by projects funded under FP7, the previous
framework programme. The publication of these reports is followed by
multilingual Results in Brief for each project and coverage in the free
research*eu results magazine – making it easier to identify exploitable results
and opportunities for innovation.
Project factsheets on CORDIS also display the Open Access publications and
research data collected by OpenAIRE.
CORDIS provides the EU Open Data Portal with popular datasets for all FP4,
FP5, FP6, FP7 and now H2020 projects, allowing data consumers to reuse and
repurpose machine-readable project information as needed, alongside
thousands of other public datasets from the EU institutions. The CORDIS
search engine also offers tools to retrieve data in different formats like RSS,
PDF, XML, CSV or just regular email notifications, with plans to progressively
extend these functions.
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CORDIS focuses on research results but if you are interested in participating in
an EU-funded project, you can find everything you need on the Participant
Portal: funding calls, reference documents, submission of proposals, expert
evaluators and project management and reporting. You can also find out more
about the current 2014-2020 framework programme on the Horizon 2020
website. Read more on European Commission’s website.

New trends in Open Science
Open Science is a broad term, covering the many exciting developments in how
science is becoming more open, accessible, efficient, democratic, and
transparent. This Open Science revolution is being driven by new, digital tools
for scientific collaboration, experiments and analysis and which make scientific
knowledge more easily accessible by professionals and the general public,
anywhere, at any time.
At the Competitiveness Council, which took place from 28-29 May 2015, the
European Research ministers agreed on the development of a European
Open Science Agenda under the European Research Area. In its
conclusions, the Council called for open, data-intensive and networked
research and emphasised the importance of developing e-infrastructures.
Opening the "Opening up to an era of innovation" conference, the
Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation Carlos Moedas, outlined
the plans for Open Innovation, Open Science, Open to the World: "New
knowledge is created through global collaborations involving thousands of
people from across the world and from all walks of life".
On the same occasion, European Commissioners Günther H. Oettinger and
Carlos Moedas published a joint blog post exploring open science, its role in
boosting innovation & growth in Europe and the position of the EU. They
announced the European Open Science Cloud initiative and the strategy on
open data in research.
A public consultation on Science 2.0/open science was held between July and
September 2014 to gather the opinions of a broad sample of interested parties
from across the EU research landscape. The final report has been published.
Read more on EC website.

4.2 EU Member States*, China & Bilateral Cooperation

*

Including countries associated with Horizon 2020.
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Ireland: Guangzhou
Research Institutions

Government

Delegation

Visit

Irish

The Guangzhou Government and the Guangzhou Science, Technology and
Innovation Commission (GZSTIC) visited Maynooth University in Ireland on 1
July. The trip was affiliated with the Sino-Irish ISCP ISCP (International
Strategic Collaboration Programme – China/Ireland).
The Deputy Director General of Technology & Innovation Committee of
Guangzhou Municipality Mr. Guilin WANG and the Director General of National
Supercomputer Centre Dr. Xuefeng YUAN in Guangzhou also introduced the
current situation and development of science and technology in Guangzhou and
the achievements of the Supercomputer Centre.
This meeting has promoted not only consortium partners but also local
government and many government agencies to Chinese government. (ISCP).

United Kingdom: Factsheet on Intellectual Property & 3D
Product Design
China is an important manufacturing location for products featuring British
design, including by original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) producing goods
for global export. The British government has made factsheet about intellectual
property & 3D product design together with the Anti-Copying in Design (ACID)
business association.
The factsheet is targeted for designers and manufacturers in China but IP
protection is of course something that concerns many researchers and research
organisations as well. The fact sheet can be found here. (UK Government
Publications).

Poland: The Embassy of Poland hosts a chemical safety
seminar in Beijing
A delegation of five experts from Warsaw-based ICCSS (International Centre
for Chemical Safety and Security) paid a visit to Beijing, where they participated
in an international seminar on chemical safety and security, hosted by the
Embassy of Poland. The ICCSS signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
China Petroleum and Chemical Industry Federation (CPCIF) and China
Chemical Control Association (CCCA) at the end of the seminar. (Embassy of
Poland in Beijing).
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France: French Experts in Waste Water Treatment Visit
Chinese Colleagues
As part of COOPOL Innovation framework, funded and organized by the
department of Science and Technology of the Embassy of France in Beijing, the
R & D manager of the French company Jean Voisin (Joëlle PAING) and its
Academic partner from the Ecole des Mines de Nantes (Mr. Florent Chazarenc)
came to China for one week of identifying scientific collaboration opportunities
with Chinese actors involved in the ecological cleaning of waste water and
industrial effluents. (Embassy of France in Beijing).

France: Roundtable: Innovative China, YES or NO?
Does China need a Nobel Prize or world-class product like iPhone to overcome
the perception that China is not an innovative countr? When will China get rid of
the hat of an “imitator”? Is it the best time to be a founder in China?
Recently the SJTU Paris Tech Review held a Roundtable about Innovation in
China where they invited a number of pioneers and observers at the front-line of
domestic and international innovations to speak. Highlights from the event and
transcript of the discussion, where you can find their perspectives on a variety
of questions regarding the status quo and future of Chinese innovation, is online.
See the transcript and read experts’ opinions on the website of SJTU Paris
Tech Review.

France: Chinese Wild Life Researcher
Environmental Research Institute in France

Visits

an

Dr. Li Li of the University of Yunnan Economy and Finance (Yufe), winner of this
year’s COP21 prize given by the Embassy of France in China for work in the
field of environment, went 29 June to 3 July with a delegation of Yufe to France
to strengthen their collaborations with Chrono-environment laboratory in the
French city Besançon. Their research concerns methods to restore the habitats
of wild animals. (Embassy of France in Beijing).

Germany: Chinese Make the Biggest Share of Foreign
Students in German Universities
In 2014 the number of foreign students in Germany broke the 300,000 mark for
the first time, the study named "Open-minded Academia 2015" showed.
With a total of 301,350 foreign students currently working towards a degree,
roughly every tenth student in Germany comes from abroad. Almost half of
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foreign students come from other European countries, with Russian being the
most common European nationality.
But the number of Asian students has risen dramatically, with China and India
playing an ever more important role. China is the country from which the most
non-German students originate, at over 28,000 of the total. (thelocal.de).

5 Grants & Fellowships
LOOKING FOR FUNDING?
To find out more about EU
funding opportunities for
your research or innovation
project please visit the
European
Commission’s
Participant Portal where all
calls are published.
International
researchers
are also invited to join the
database of independent
experts
for
European
research and innovation.
Distinguished specialists are
strongly encouraged to join
the database of independent
experts, through which they
can
participate
in
the
evaluation
of
project
proposals and monitoring of
actions,
submitted
under
Horizon 2020.

5.1 EU: Call announcements for international researchers
Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions: Deadline coming close: New
Hosting Offers
Researchers working across all disciplines, from life-saving healthcare to
'blue-sky' science, are eligible for funding. The MSCA also support industrial
doctorates, combining academic research study with work in companies, and
other innovative training that enhances employability and career development.
Download a pocket guide to MSCA.
H2020-MSCA-IF-2015 – Individual Fellowships (IF) – European and Global –
is closing on: 10 September 2015.
Details and all application documents are on the Participant Portal. The IF
is available for experienced researchers who at the deadline for the
submission of the proposal have a doctoral degree or at least four years of fulltime equivalent research experience.
Looking for a host? Check 500 expressions of interest from Spanish
Institutions, or see some offers from Irish or German host institutions. The
following institutions are keen on hosting a MSCA fellow. See their offers below:

Bulgaria: 6 offers from Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Attached to this article are 6 offers from respective Bulgarian research institute
of Bulgarian Academy of Science for hosting a MSC Individual Research
fellowship. See the offers in this linked document.
The institutes in question are:
1. Forest Research Institute.
2. Space Research and Technology Institute.
3. The Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic
Museum.
4. National Institute of Archaeology and Museum

July 2015 | Issue 63 Page 35 of 70

EURAXESS LINKS CHINA
5. Institute of Molecular Biology.
6. Institute for Population and Human Studies.
To know more on MSCA IF calls that will close on 10 Septermber 2015 click
here.

Israel: 5 offers for hosting a Marie Sklodowska-Curie
Research Fellowship
Euraxess Isreal has presented to us 5 universities that will be happy to host
fellows in the framework of MSCA IF 2015. See the offers in this linked
document.
1. BGU- Ben Gurion University of the Negev
2. BIU- Bar Ilan University
3. HAIFA- University of Haifa
4. HUJI- The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
5. Technion- Israel Institute of Technology
To know more on MSCA IF calls that will close on 10 September 2015 click
here.

Poland: MSCA (Individual Fellowship) - Offer from Collegium
Civitas
In this linked document is a MSC Hosting offer from Collegium Civitas in
Warsaw, Poland. Collegium Civitas is seeking to develop collaborative funding
proposals with experienced researchers for submission under the Marie
Skłodowska-Curie Fellowship programme in Social Sciences and Humanities or
Economic Sciences.
To provide the necessary time to support the online application, the University
asks those interested to send the information to agata.olbrycht@civitas.edu.pl
by 15 August.
Collegium Civitas is a modern non-state higher education institution
established in 1997 in Warsaw (Poland). From the very beginning of its
existence, it is operating under the five auspices of the five institutes of the
Polish Academy of Sciences.
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Poland: MSCA (Individual Fellowship) - Offer from University
of Silesia in Katowice – Particle Physics
Find a MSC Hosting offer from The University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland.
The univerisity is seeking to develop collaborative funding proposals with
experienced researchers for submission under the Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Fellowship programme. The reseacher would be working in the field of particle
physics in the Institute of Physics, as part of the faculty of mathematics,
physics, and chemistry. All details available here.

Romania: Valahia University of Târgoviște
In this linked document there is a MSC Hosting offer from ”Valahia” University of
Târgoviște, Romania. The univerisity is seeking to develop collaborative funding
proposals with experienced researchers for submission under the Marie
Skłodowska-Curie Fellowship programme. The reseacher would be working in
one of the fields of the university's Multidisciplinary Scientific and
Technological Research Institute.
This MSCA call will close on 10 September 2015, for all info click here.
"Valahia" University of Târgoviște it is a state university, founded in 1992.
Multidisciplinary Scientific and Technologic Research Institute (ICSTM) of
"Valahia" University of Târgoviște (VUT) represent a professional and
independent organisation, apolitical and non-governmental, legally dependent
of UVT.

Europe: CERN Postdoctoral Fellowships Open For Chinese
Nationals
The CERN's Non-Member State Fellowship Programme in Theoretical
Physics (except nationals of CERN member countries). Eligible applicants
must hold a PhD in theoretical physics and a maximum of 10 years of
postdoctoral experience. The fellowships cover monthly stipend and travel
expenses, are granted for a two-year period and can exceptionally be
extended to a third year. Deadline: 15 October. Further information here.

Europe: EUI Max Weber Postdoctoral Fellowships
The Max Weber Programme is the largest international postdoctoral
programme in the Social Sciences and Humanities in Europe. It offers
around 50-55 fully funded Fellowships to qualified researchers from anywhere
in the world.
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The Programme is open to applicants who are within 5 years of the
completion of their PhD. The majority of Max Weber Fellowships are for
one year. Deadline: 25 October. Further information here

Europe: New ERC Work Programme & ERC Starting Grant
Opened
European Research Council has published a new Work Programme for 2016.
The Starting Grant has been opened and two more calls will come in October.
ERC Starting Grants are designed to support excellent Principal Investigators
at the career stage at which they are starting their own independent research
team or programme. This action is open to researchers of any nationality who
intend to conduct their research activity in any Member State or Associated
Country. Starting Grants may be awarded up to a maximum of EUR 1 500 000
for a period of 5 years. This call’s deadline is 17 November. Find more details
on ERC website.

Europe: Nature Podcast about the ERC Funding Process
Naturejobs, a subdvision of nature.com, offers in this podcast a brief insight
into what the funding process is like for Starting and Consolidator grant
applicants, once you click submit!
In this podcast you will hear Professor Jean-Pierre Bourguignon, the ERC
president, on why he's so keen to help early career researchers. They also
speak to Alejandro (Alex) Martin, who heads up the call co-ordination team,
which organises the whole evaluation process from the arrival to the final
evaluation that creates the ranking list. This list determines who gets what
funding. He gives a sneak peak into how the panels evaluate candidates and
what they are keen to assess.
In the podcast you get to meet Iva Tolić and Veerle Huvenne, two really
interesting and enthusiastic scientists who wanted to share their ERC grant
application stories. Veerle is in the final year of her Starting Grant, and Iva has
just received the 5000th Consolidator Grant from the ERC. Listen to the podcast
here.

5.3 EU: Open calls under Horizon 2020
Access all open calls on the Horizon 2020 Participant Portal.
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Excellent Science programme
5 open calls including:
European Research Council frontier research grants:
ERC Proof of Concept Grant – Deadline 1 October 2015 (cut-off dates 5 Feb.
and 28 May 2015)
ERC Starting Grant – Deadline 17 November 2015
MSCA Individual Fellowship – Deadline 10 September 2015
MSCA Co-fund - Deadline 1 October 2015

Industrial Leadership
5 open calls (ALL calls are open to Chinese participation!):

Societal Challenges
12 open calls (ALL calls are open to Chinese participation!)

Watch out for the new Work Programmes 2016/2017, to be published
in early autumn 2015 (Click here for ERC 2016 Work Programme)

5.4 EU Member States*:
international researchers

Call

announcements

for

Belgium: Federal Science Policy Office (BELSPO)– Postdoc
fellowships Open to Chinese Scientists
The stimulation of international mobility and the attraction of researchers from
abroad is one of the priorities of the European Research Area. In this context,
and intending to stimulate S&T cooperation, the Federal Science Policy Office
(BELSPO) implements a fellowship scheme for highly qualified non EU
researchers (i.e., postdoctoral level or equivalent experience), granting them
an opportunity to work 6 to 18 months in a Belgian research team.
For the call 2015 China is among one of the eligible countries. More
information here.

*

Including countries associated with Horizon 2020.
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Finland: 20 grants available for full-time doctoral studies in
ICT
The Helsinki Doctoral Education Network in Information and
Communications Technology (HICT) is a collaborative doctoral education
network hosted jointly by Aalto University and the University of Helsinki, the two
leading universities within this area in Finland. The network involves at present
60 professors and over 200 doctoral students, and the participating units
graduate altogether more than 40 new doctors each year. The monthly salary
depends on the stage of the doctoral studies and varies between 2,000 and
3,000 euros/month, max. for 4 years. More information is available online.
Deadline is 6 August 2015, start in January.

France: AgreenSkills fellowships (co-funded by the EU)
AgreenSkills is open to young researchers holding a PhD with less than 7 years
of postdoctoral research experience.
AgreenSkills+ is open to independent researchers holding a PhD with between
7 and 10 years’ postdoctoral research experience. Career breaks are not
included. AgreenSkills and AgreenSkills+ are international mobility
programmes co-funded by the European Union’s Seventh Framework
Programme. Both programmes are coordinated by INRA in cooperation with
Agreenium .
Projects can have both disciplinary and multi-disciplinary approaches in the
fields of agriculture, food and nutrition, environment, animal health and
veterinary public health. There are no conditions of nationality, or country of
origin, the programmes’ only aim being to attract the best young and
experienced researchers from around the world. The next submission
deadline for applications to AgreenSkills and AgreenSkills+ is on Saturday the
14 November 2015.
AgreenSkills and AgreenSkills+ do not only provide researchers with
international experience and very attractive salaries (ranging from €3500 up to
€5000 according to research experience); they are also designed to allow
fellows to boost or diversify the next part of their career, be it scientific or nonscientific, within the public and private sector.
Incoming eligible candidates can approach labs within Agreenium member
organizations that complement their research interests.
Learn more about the eligibility requirements and how to apply here .
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Italy: 30 PhD positions in Social Sciences at NASP Graduate
School
NASP (Network for the Advancement of Social and Political Studies) is a
research-based training network that aims at enhancing training and research in
social and political studies in Italy. Established in 2012, the network is based at
the Graduate School in Social and Political Sciences of the University of Milan,
and includes the Departments and training institutions in social and political
studies of eight Universities in the North-West of Italy: the University of Brescia,
the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan, the University of Genova, the
University of Milan, the University of Milan-Bicocca, the University of Pavia, the
University of Eastern Piedmont and the University of Turin.
The Ph.D. programmes, fully taught in English, promote international
exchanges with top European research institutions and offer quality teaching at
international level. The beginning of teaching activities is scheduled in October
2015. Scholarships will be distributed as follows: Ph.D. in Economic Sociology
and Labour Studies -- 13 Scholarships
Ph.D. in Political Studies - 10 Scholarships
Ph.D. in Sociology and Methodology of Social Research - 7 Scholarships. Read
the Call here. Deadline: 31 August.

Israel: The Government of Israel Scholarship
Israeli government offers scholarships to foreign students from countries that
have signed a cultural agreement with Israel (list available here). This includes
Chinese foreign students and researchers that have at least BA degree and
aren‘t over 35 years old.
Different types of scholarships are offered – full and partial scholarships either
for: 1. Summer language courses (in Ulpan) or 2. One academic year or
research stay. The deadline is 30 November 2015.
Click here to find out more information and download application forms.

Germany: Apply now for the Doctoral Program at the
Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research
Helmholtz International Graduate School for Infection Research offers a
three-year structured PhD programme. Apply now for the Doctoral
Programme at the Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research. Applicants with a
Master´s degree (or equivalent) and good written and spoken English skills are
invited to apply until 31 August. More here.
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Germany: Find a Position at a Leibniz Institute
The Leibniz Association connects 89 independent research institutions that
range in focus from the natural, engineering and environmental sciences via
economics, spatial and social sciences to the humanities. Leibniz institutes
address issues of social, economic and ecological relevance.
The Leibniz-Gemeinschaft offers various positions, for PhD students, junior
professors, researchers or engineers. Check out if your field of research is
available. Click on this link to check it out.

Spain: Ikerbasque Research Professors Call 2015
Ikerbasque, the Basque Foundation for Science, has launched a new
international call to reinforce research and scientific career in the Basque
Country (Spain) offering 10 positions for Senior Researchers:
Ikerbasque Research Professors must have a solid research track and
leadership capabilities. The applicants must have their PhD completed before
January 2007. Permanent contract positions within any of the Basque Research
Institutions are on offer. Deadline: 10 September 2015. For further
information: www.ikerbasque.net

Spain: AMAROUT-II Europe Programme
AMAROUT-II is a Marie Curie Action (PEOPLE-COFUND). It is a fellowship
programme designed to support transnational mobility of senior
researchers.
Both "experienced" and "very experienced" researchers from any
country can apply for AMAROUT-II fellowships at any of the seven IMDEA
Institutes participating in the program (Energy, Food, Materials, Nanoscience,
Networks, Software, and Water).
Permanent
call
for
Further information here

applications

until

30

September

Netherlands: Rubicon Programme
Rubicon aims to encourage talented researchers at Dutch universitiesand
research institutes run by KNAW and the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific
Research (NWO) to dedicate themselves to a career in postdoctoral research.
Applicants holding a PhD can apply for a period of up to two years at an
excellent research institution outside the Netherlands. The minimum
duration is twelve months. The eligible costs are salary including fringe benefits,
travel costs and a limited amount of research costs. Several calls per year. Next
deadline: September. Further information here
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Portugal: FCT Investigator
The FCT Investigator programme aims to support the recruitment of outstanding
researchers into Portugal’s R&D centres. Open to scientists of all nationalities,
and across research fields, this highly competitive programme targets
scientists with exceptional track-records and clear potential to develop
innovative research.
Applicants need to be associated to one of the following types of host
institutions in Portugal: higher education institutions and their associated
research centres; Associate Laboratories; State Laboratories; public or private
companies with clearly-defined scientific R&D activities, and other public or
private, non-profit organisations that carry out scientific research.
The 2015 call is expected to fund 200 new FCT Investigator grants. The funding
is up to 5 years. Deadline is 15 September – all information is available online.

United Kingdom: STFC Ernest Rutherford Fellowships
The Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) proposes these
fellowships to enable early career researchers without a permanent position to
establish an independent research programme. They encourage talented
researchers in UK universities to remain in the country and at the same time
attract outstanding overseas researchers to the UK.
Applications must fall within the remit of the STFC core Science Programme
(astronomy, solar and planetary science, particle physics, particle
astrophysics,
cosmology,
nuclear
physics).
Applicants,
of any
nationality, must have a PhD and a minimum of two years postdoctoral
experience. Twelve funding supports of 5-year duration are granted each
year. Deadline: 24 September. Further information here

United Kingdom: PhD at University of Warwick (Chancellor’s
International Scholarships)
For 2016/17 entry there will be 25 Chancellor's International Scholarships
available to be awarded to the most outstanding international PhD
applicants. Awards made for entry in Autumn 2015 will include both of the
following: 1. The full payment of overseas tuition fees (worth up to £18,800 at
15/16 rates, this figure is likely to increase with inflation for 2016/17), 2. A
maintenance stipend in line with RCUK rates (provisional £14,254* for full time
award holders in 2016/17). Length of funding: up to 3.5 years. More information
at the website of University of Warwick.

July 2015 | Issue 63 Page 43 of 70

EURAXESS LINKS CHINA
United Kingdom and China: Partnership Innovation Challenge
The UK-China Partnership Innovation Challenge Fund is an initiative by the
British Council China to enhance education links between the UK and China.
It offers seed-funding of between £50,000 and £80,000 to support joint UKChina projects in developing innovative ideas that will contribute to the public
good and create opportunities for individuals, while delivering real benefit to the
UK education sector.
The call is now open for applications from all UK organisations involved in
international education. For more information about how to apply, eligibility and
further
guidance,
visit
this
website,
or
send
e-mail
to
partnershipfund@britishcouncil.org.cn. The deadline is 16 October 2015.

China: NLPR Overseas Visting Fellowships in Pattern
Recognition
The National Laboratory of Pattern Recognition (NLPR), affiliated with the
Chinese Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Automation (CASIA), Beijing, China,
was founded in 1987 to become one of the first state key laboratories (SKLs) in
China. The mission of the NLPR is to conduct cutting-edge research in the
broad area of pattern recognition, to develop key technologies, and to train
postgraduate students. In 2008, the MoST opened an SKL Special Fund to
promote the research and academic exchange activities. Supported by this
fund, the NLPR launches a new Overseas Visiting Fellowship Program. The aim
of this program is to attract and support outstanding international scholars to
visit NLPR.
1. Visiting Professor (2-3 persons/year)
Qualification: 1) Internationally recognized as an outstanding researcher in the
related field. 2) Currently taking a full professorship (or an equivalent rank) in
international universities or research organisations.
Visiting Period: 1-2 weeks. Application Deadline: Flexible. What is covered?
Transportation (flight in economic class), accommodation, and living cost will be
fully supported by NLPR during the visiting period.
2. Visiting Scholar (5 persons/year)
Qualification: 1) Holding a PhD degree. 2) Taking a research or faculty position
in international universities or research organisations. Visiting Period: 1~3
months (accomplished within one year). Application Deadline: October 31
What is covered? Transportation (economy class), accommodation, and living
cost will be supported by NLPR during the visiting period; 5000RMB/month for
living cost on average. The total budget should not surpass 80K RMB for each
scholar.
3. Visiting Student (5 persons/year)
Qualification:
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1) Currently being a research graduate student in international universities or
research organisations. 2) Having solid background and research experiences
in pattern recognition or related fields. 3) A recommendation letter from the
supervisor is required. Two deadlines per year: 20 April and 20 September.
Visiting Period: No shorter than 2 months
What is covered? Transportation (economy class), accommodation, and living
cost will be supported by NLPR during the visiting period, 2500RMB/month for
living cost on average (total budget should not surpass 30K RMB)
All information with contact details and application forms can be found on CAS
website.

China: Women Scientists Travel Awards to Attend and Speak
at International Conference on Genomics
The 10th International Conference on Genomics will be held in Shenzhen
October 22-25. With the support of The Beijing Apple Charity Foundation,
the Women Scientists Travel Awards will be launched at ICG-10. The Awards
aim at supporting outstanding young female scientists to speak and attend ICG.
The total award is 100,000 RMB (16,000 USD). Each successful applicant is
offered complimentary registration and travel to ICG-10. All female scientists
under 40 years of age are welcome to apply, including graduate students,
postdoctoral researchers, lecturers, senior lecturers, associate professors,
professors, etc. can apply. Deadline is 30 August 2015. More information here.

5.5 Calls still open
Calls first announced in previous editions of the newsletter

EURAXESS Funding Guide
This is the link to the downloadable PDF. You can browse through a wide array
of European-level funding, dozens and dozens of national funding schemes,
plus a number of Chinese funding schemes open to Europeans. Feel free to
forward it to your colleagues, friends in research-related fields all your students.
We can also mail you a printed copy if you are interested.

Other open calls

Europe: Jean Monnet Postdoctoral Fellowships

July 2015 | Issue 63 Page 45 of 70

EURAXESS LINKS CHINA
Deadline is 25 October. More information is available online.

FEBS Return-to-Europe Fellowship
Federation of European Biochemical Societies (FEBS) Return-To-Europe
Fellowships are awarded to support outstanding scientists. Deadline 1 October.
Details are on FEBS or EURAXESS Jobs.

FEBS (Federation
Fellowship

of

European

Biochemical

Societies)

Long-term

Deadline: 1 October. Info is available on EURAXESS Jobs.

Europe: ERS Child Lung Health Research Fellowship
Next deadline is 17 August 2015. Apply here.

China: PIFI – Presidential International Fellowship Initiative
The PIFI program is available for four categories of international researchers
and students: A. distinguished scientists, B. visiting scientists, C. postdoctoral
researchers and D. international PhD students. Information in English is
available online. Applications for categories A, B or C must be submitted
through the main host institution affiliated to CAS. Applications submitted by
individuals will NOT be accepted. Annual application deadline is September.

Austria: Erwin Schrödinger Fellowships
Applications accepted continuously. Further information here.

Austria: Franz Werfel Grant and Richard Plaschka Scholarship (Austrian
Literature and History)
Next deadline: 15 September. Further information here

Austria: Marietta Blau Grant
Deadline: 1 September 2015. See more here.

Czech Republic: Josef Dobrovský Fellowship
The objective of the fellowship is to support “Czech studies”. Deadline 31
August. Information online.
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Denmark: International Network Programme
More information is online. Next application deadline is August 25, 2015.

Denmark: Niels Bohr Professorship
Deadline: 1 September, 2015 by noon. Information and all available documents
are here.

Estonia: Government Scholarships
More information on the scholarships are available on StudyinEstonia portal; the
list of international programmes is here.

Finland: CIMO Asia Programme
The next application round for China will close on Thursday, 20 August 2015.
Find more information here.

France: Ifremer 2015-2016 Post-doc grants in Marine Sciences
Deadline: 10 September 2015. Further information is online.

France: PRESTIGE Postdoc programme
Call for applications is open all year long with four cut-off dates: 31/03, 30/06,
30/09, 31/12. More information can be found on campusfrance website.

France: Connect Talent
Deadlines:
September
www.connectalent.org

2015

and

February

2016.

More

at

France: Institut Pasteur: Doctoral Doctoral Grants
For more information, visit online website or contact: boursesRIIP@pasteur.fr

France: Institut Pasteur Roux-Cantarini Posdoctoral Fellowships
Next deadline: 10 September Further information online.
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Germany: Applications for German Chancellor Fellowship of the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation open
The next application round for the German Chancellor Fellowship of the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation is open.
You can apply online until 15 September 2015. More information on the
German
Chancellor
Fellowship
is
available
at
www.humboldtfoundation.de/youngleaders.

Germany: Humboldt Research Fellowships
The applications for Fellowships for Postdoctoral Researchers and for
Experienced Researchers are reviewed on a rolling basis. Further information
here (Postdoctoral) and here (Experienced Researchers).

Germany: Emmy Noether Programme
Applications reviewed continuously. Further information is available here.

Germany: Alexander von Humboldt’s Foundation Sofja Kovalevskaja
Award
Deadline: 1 September 2014 Further information here

Germany: DLR-DAAD Research Fellowships in the fields of Space,
Aeronautics, Energy and Transportation Research
The application deadline depends on the offer. More information here.

Germany: PhD Programmes at the International Max Planck Research
Schools
Deadlines vary from a school to another: September – November.Further
information here

Global: Human Frontier Science Program Postdoctoral Fellowships
Long-Term Fellowships (LTF) are for applicants with a Ph.D. in a biological
discipline. Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF) are for applicants with a
Ph.D. from outside the life sciences. The next fellowship submission deadline
will be 27 August 2015, information on the website of HFSP.

Italy: 86 posts in PhD courses at the Scuola Normale Superiore
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Applicatios can be admitted by 31 August 2015, for the autumn session. Click
online for more information.

The Netherlands: NWO VISITORS TRAVEL GRANT
The call is now open, information here.

Portugal: Grants for Sabbatical Leave.
All research fields and nationalities are eligible. The call is permanently open,
information (in Portuguese) can be found online.

Spain: International Call for Fellowships in Biomedical Imaging M+Visión
Cofund 2015
Incoming (7 fellowships): the three years of fellowship take place in Spain.
Outgoing (3 fellowships): the first two years of fellowship take place in the
United States and the third year in Spain. More information online or at
sara.alfonso@madrimasd.org

Sweden: VINNOVA: VINNMER Marie Curie Incoming Fellowships
Next deadline: 16 September 2015. Info is online.

Sweden: STINT’s Teaching Sabbatical
Deadline is 16 September, see more information here.

Switzerland: Swiss National Science Foundation: International Short
Visits
Next deadline: Anytime. More information is online.

Turkey: CO-FUNDED Brain Circulation Scheme’s 4th Call
The deadline is 21 September. Get more information here on the programme’s
website.

Turkey: TÜBİTAK Programme 2221 - Fellowships for Visiting Scientists
and Scientists on Sabbatical Leave
Applications accepted on a rolling basis. Further information here.
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The UK: Wellcome Trust‘s Collaborative Awards in Science
Preliminary closing date for next round of applications is 21 September 2015.
See more information.

***
Other useful websites for EU fellowships and funding:
- Find A Postdoc
- Find scholarships in Europe
- Find PhDs in Europe
- Austrian Database for Scholarships and Research Grants
- Danish Ministry of Higher Education and Science Funding Guide
- Estonian Research Portal
- France PhD portal
- DAAD’s Research in Germany Portal
- DAAD Research Fellowships and Grants Portal

6 Jobs
There are nearly 10,000 research jobs available on EURAXESS Jobs. Access
thousands of job and fellowship announcements in Europe and worldwide on
the EURAXESS Jobs portal. You can sort jobs by country, level of seniority,
field or research or via free text searches.
You can also advertise jobs and fellowships at your organisation, free of charge,
on the EURAXESS Links China website.
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6.1 Jobs in Europe and China

Europe: Job Opportunities for You Supported by Marie
Skłodowska-Curie Actions
In addition to EURAXESS Job Portal, which collects different job opportunities for
researchers from all over Europe, you might be interested in taking a look at
website of Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions research fellowship which has a
section called Jobs for you. Example of jobs posted recently are a postion of a
Early Stage Researcher in Spectroscopy of fluorinated Peptides and
Peptidomimetics, PhD fellowship in synaptic physiology and a PhD position in
fisheries management at Norwegian College of Fishery Science.
Take a look at MSCA website.

The Netherlands: PhD researcher on Chinese Cultural Studies
The University of Leiden is looking for a researcher to work on two fields: 1)
Chinese investment and companies and 2) Suitability and modes of adaptation
of the Dutch educational system for Chinese students. An excellent command
of Mandarin, English and Dutch is compulsory. Details on EURAXESS Jobs.

The Netherlands: Postdoctoral Researcher on Law and
Governance in China
The Van Vollenhoven Institute (VVI) and the Leiden University Institute for Area
Studies (LIAS) will commence a new research and teaching trajectory on Law
and Governance in China. The new colleague will conduct research on the
development of rule of law and access to justice in China, preferably regarding
the protection of citizens against the state. Salary range from € 2.476,- to €
3.908,- gross per month. Fixed term from October 2015 – September 2017.
Application deadline is 24 August, apply on EURAXESS Jobs.

Denmark, China: Various offers - Up to 3,000 R&D Talents
Needed - Join Novo Nordisk and Help Fight Diabetes
Novo Nordisk offers R&D jobs in Denmark, US and China. By 2023 they are
looking to hire up to 3,000 R&D talents. Read more about working for Novo
Nordisk R&D and then see the current job openings on EuroScience Jobs.

China: Research Scientist - Open Innovation Asia Pacific
BASF is a leading chemical company because that offers intelligent solutions to
our customers and for a sustainable future.
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As a research scientist at BASF Innovation Campus Asia Pacific, you will initiate
new research projects with academic and industrial partners in the field of
Advanced Materials & Systems Research. You will generate new collaboration
projects within the BASF PostDoc Center Asia Pacific NAO, in close team work
with the research teams and business units located in Asia Pacific. Outstanding
PhD in Chemistry (preferably polymer chemistry) is needed, plusthree years'
research experience in science relation or innovation management/R&D.
Furthermore, fluency in English + one Asian language. Information on
EURAXESS Jobs.

6.2 Other EU Research Jobs Portals
EU
- Academic Jobs EU
- Euro Science Jobs
- European Job Mobility Portal
- Careers with the European Union: European Personnel Selection Office
- Careers with the European Union (EPSO), non-permanent positions
- EuroBrussels- European Southern Observatory (ESO) recruitment portal
- CERN job portal
- Joint Research Centre external staff recruitment portal

Jobs Portals in Member States and Associated Countries:
- CEA PhD and Postdoctorate offers portal
- Belgian Federal Portal for Research and Innovation
- Cyprus’ Research Promotion Foundation Database
- CNRS external examination portal
- Max Planck Society’s job portal
- Helmoltz Association’s job portal
- Irish Research Council Funding Portal
- Italian National Research Council vacancies
- BBSRC vacancies (UK)
- Science and Technology Facilities Council vacancies (UK)
-Helmholtz Centres (Germany)
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7 Events
7.1 EURAXESS Links China recommends

Beijing, China: Promoting Excellence: Enhanced EU-China
Researchers' Mobility & Cooperation – SAVE THE DATE!

In the context of celebrating the 40th anniversary of the establishment of EUChina diplomatic relations and on the occasion of the visit by Mr. Carlos
Moedas, European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation,
we have the great pleasure to invite you to attend the Joint Conference on
Promoting Excellence through Enhanced EU-China Researchers' Mobility and
Cooperation on 7 September 2015 from 14.00 to 16.30 at the Auditorium of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences.
This event is co-organised by the Directorate General for Research and
Innovation of the European Commission, the European Research Council and
Delegation of the European Union to China on the EU side, and the Ministry of
Science and Technology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the National
Natural Science Foundation of China on the Chinese side.
Research and innovation has become a significant component in the EUChina bilateral relations. The conference will provide a valuable opportunity
for Chinese and European research and innovation stakeholders to learn about
its most recent developments related to the new mechanisms supporting
collaboration in the course of the current EU Framework Programme, Horizon
2020.
Invitation letter and registration link will follow.
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Beijing, China: Meet ERC Grantees at the International
Congress on Industrial and Applied Mathematics
The International Congress on Industrial and Applied Mathematics (ICIAM) is
the premier international congress in the field of applied mathematics held
every four years under the auspices of the International Council for Industrial
and Applied Mathematics.
From 10-14 August 2015, mathematicians from around the world will gather in
Beijing, China for the 8th ICIAM to be held at China National Convention
Center inside the Beijing Olympic Green. ICIAM is an event with ERC
(European Research Council) participation – ERC President, mathematician
Jean-Pierre Bourguignon, will speak at the event, and several high-profile
ERC grantees in the field of mathematics will be there as well. See more
about the event on its webpage.

Beijing, China: Call for papers: International Conference on
Aging and Public Policy
Please find attached a call for papers for an international conference on aging &
public policy co-organized on 9-10 November by the Central University of
Finances & Economics and Sciences Po (mainly the Health Chair) in Beijing.
Papers in English may be submitted until mid-August, in Chinese until the end
of August. Academics and civil servants from central and local governments will
attend the conference. You can find the call for papers here

Jinan, China: International Congress of Historical Sciences
The International Congress of Historical Sciences started in 1900. Except
during the World War I and World War II, it has already been held 21 times so
far.
Being the most influential academic activity of historical sciences, it enjoys a
reputation of "Olympics of Historical Sciences".
From 23 to 29 August, 2015, the 22nd ICHS will be held in Jinan, China, it is
the first time for the Congress to be held in Asia. The 2015 Congress, hosted by
the International Committee of Historical Sciences, is organized by Association
of Chinese Historians and Shandong University, the latter enjoys more than 114
years' history and is especially famous in the fields of literature and history.
See more about the themes of the congress and other information on
its website. The Congress is an event with ERC participation.
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Brussels: Interested in EU funding? Do you know the
European Charter and Code for better working conditions for
researchers?
An event, to introduce how to comply with article 32 when applying for Horizon
2020 contract and Projects, will be held in Brussels, 8 October 2015.
This event addresses all beneficiaries and potential applicants of H2020
contracts/projects who need to comply with article 32 stipulating the obligation
to take measures to implement the European Charter and Code (C & C) for the
benefit of all researchers and their institution.
The purpose of the event is to fully inform 'newcomers' (research institutions
and funders) on the principles of Charter and Code and their implementation in
the research institution via a step-wise procedure called the Human Resources
Strategy for Researchers (HRS4R).
The implementation of the European Charter for Researchers and the Code of
Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers is one of the cornerstones
of EURAXESS Rights. EURAXESS Rights aims at better employment and
working conditions for researchers throughout Europe, thereby helping to
enhance the attractiveness of European research careers. More information,
programme and registration

Bled, Slovenia: Call for Papers: CLASS Conference on Cloud
Assisted Services 2015
The CLASS conference on Cloud Asited Services will be held 5-6 November
2015 in Bled, Slovenia, under the title Data Driven Economy - Digital Needs and
Advantagements of South East Europe Region.
The event investigates the strengths and weaknesses of the individual countries
and their industrial and academic bodies and how the countries in Europe
can collaborate to work towards a unified future Internet vision together.
The Cloud Assisted Services Conference - CLASS 2015 will bring together key
actors from the Cloud and Data worlds to discuss about related research
challenges, required policies, and available technical solutions. The call for
papers has opened. The themes for the papers should be in line with the
following topics: Cloud Computing, Cloud Trends, Cloud Models, Sci&Tech
Achievements. Get more information about the call here. The website of the
conference.
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Leuven, Belgium: Call for Presentations: The Annual
Conference of EPoSS, the European Technology Platform on
Smart Systems Integration
The Annual Conference of EPoSS, the European Technology Platform on
Smart Systems Integration, will be a joint event with the MNBS Consultation
and Concertation Workshop on Micro-Nano-Bio Convergence Systems.
A Call for Presentations was launched for the EPoSS Annual Forum 2015 on 13
October 2015 under the motto "State of the (Sm)Art: Smart Systems
Responding to Demand Side Requirements".
The Call is open until 14 August 2015 - See more information here.

7.2 Upcoming scientific events in Europe and in China
Field

Date

Location

Title (click for more details)

Birmingham, the
UK

6 EMBO Meeting

Milan, Italy

Shaping the Future of Food Safety,
Together

Barcelona, Spain

Innovation for Growth

Events in Europe
Life Sciences

5-8
2015

September

Food Safety

14-16
2015

October

Innovation Policy

19-20
2015

October

th

Events in China

IT, Engineering

12 – 14 August

Beijing

2015 International Conference on
Information
Technology
and
Engineering (ICTAE 2015)

Applied Maths

10 – 14 August

Beijing

ICIAM

Photonics

22 – 24 August

Shanghai

The International Symposium on
Photonics and Optoelectronics (SOPO
2015)

History

23 – 29 August

Jinan

International
Sciences

Particle Physics

25 – 27 August

Shanghai

The 3rd International Conference on
Molecular, Atomic, Nuclear and Particle
Physics (MANPP 2015)

IT engineering

30 – 31 August

Hong Kong

www.icetdm.org

Congress

of

Historical
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Life Sciences

14
–
September

18

Neuroscience

18
–
September

21

Green energy

24
–
September

26

Genomics

22 – 25 October
2015

Suzhou

Molecular Basis of Aging and Disease

Beijing

13th International Symposium
Neural Transplantation and Repair

Xi’an

The 5th Low Carbon Earth Summit

Shenzhen

The 10th International Conference on
Genomics

on

8 Press Review
8.1 Policy & Papers
China 2025: Research & Innovation Landscape report just released
The report that was just published by DragonStar China, aims to produce
plausible versions of the future for the research and innovation environment in
China in 2025. The aim is to contribute to the bilateral dialogue between the EU,
the Member States and China, towards setting up a long-term cooperation
strategy for mutual benefit and prosperity.
The overall work was structured around a single focal question: “What are the
main factors that will affect the Research (R) & Innovation (I) Environment
in China until 2025?” A combination of desk-study analysis, a Delphi study, as
well as a Crowd-sourcing platform, have been utilized to reveal 16 critical
drivers that play a substantial role in transforming the R&I landscape in China. A
cross impact analysis has revealed the interrelation between the different
factors, and highlighted the strong role of Governance and of the National
Economy on the future developments. See more information on the website of
Dragon Star.

Jitters in Tech World Over New Chinese Security Law
In the final form of the New Chinese Security Law, which the government said
had been enacted, Beijing got more specific than in the original draft that got



EURAXESS Links China cannot authorise the reproduction of news items taken from
other publications, nor is it responsible for the authenticity of the selected content.
Anyone wishing to reproduce articles is advised to contact the originating source of the
relevant news item.
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published in May, but in a way that is sending ripples through the global
technology industry.
New language in the rules calls for a “national security review” of the technology
industry — including networking and other products and services — and foreign
investment. The law also calls for technology that supports crucial sectors to be
“secure and controllable,” a catchphrase that multinationals and industry groups
say could be used to force companies to build so-called back doors — which
allow third-party access to systems — provide encryption keys or even hand
over source code.
As with many Chinese laws, the language is vague enough to make it unclear
how the law will be enforced, but it suggests a new front in the wider clash
between China and the United States over online security and technology
policy. (The New York Times).

Chinese premier stresses innovation as 'golden key' for
development
Premier Li Keqiang has called for greater efforts to encourage innovation in
science and technology, saying that innovation is the "golden key" for China's
development.
Li made the remarks at a symposium on science and technology strategy.
Efforts to promote scientific and technological development are vital for China to
gain an edge in the global scientific and technological revolution and deal with
environmental and resource constraints as the country enters a key stage for
upgrading and development, Li said. (China Daily)

8.2 Voices & opinions
Innovation Policy in China: Building a Thucydides’s Tech
Trap?
Purveyors of the “peaceful rise” idea and those who depict China as a major
beneficiary of the current global system […] suggest that any blame for tense
Sino-US relations should be directed towards the United States. However, shift
the lens a little bit. Look to China’s state-led efforts to create an “innovative
economy” by 2020, and you’ll get a very different picture.
China is building a trap that will impede its long term political and economic
strategic interests. Put simply, reliance on market-distorting policies is a sure
means to do two things: (1) further tensions with the United States and the
European Union, and (2) calcify China’s existing knowledge economy.
In the context of WTO regulations, a highly mobile, educated Chinese elite,
venture capitalists, and angel investors top-down protectionism is an archaic, illequipped means to develop disruptive capabilities. Instead of seeding
potentially far-reaching ideas, China’s innovation policies channel energies to
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state administrators and their dictates, creating a culture of compliance instead
of creativity.
Improved cybersecurity is the stated official motive for these regulations, but
critics have described these proposed regulations as an intolerable mix of
protectionism and forced technology transfer aimed to eliminate foreign firms
from China’s lucrative ICT sector. Read the whole piece on University of
Nottingham here. (China Policy Institute Blog ).

8.3 Thematic Activities
Health
Chinese Scientists Find 'switch' for Cocaine Addiction
Scientists in Shanghai may have discovered a way to turn cocaine addiction on
and off through a switchlike protein.
Cocaine affects the brain by increasing the level of dopamine, a
neurotransmitter that plays important roles in many brain functions, including
the feeling of reward and pleasure. The drug works by inhibiting proteins that
reabsorb dopamine, causing it to build up and leading to a "high".
Zhou Jiawei, the lead researcher of the team from the Shanghai Institutes for
Biological Sciences under the Chinese Academy of Sciences, said that as
addiction is being formed, a protein known as a dopamine transporter, or DAT,
moves from inside the neuron to the cell's surface.
"We've found that the key difference lies in DAT's location in the brain," Zhou
said. "A countermove would block the migration so that the development of the
addiction may be put off." (CAS Newsroom).

Chinese infant receives world's first 3D-printed cranium reconstruction
A toddler in central China's Hunan Province has become the first person in the
world to have her cranium successfully reconstructed with the help of 3D
printing technology.
Three-year-old Han Han suffers from congenital hydrocephalus, a condition that
causes an abnormal amount of fluid to build up in the brain.
This condition has left her bedridden, as her neck cannot support the weight of
her head, which has grown to four times its normal size. Her head weighs about
20 kg while she weighs only 32 kg.
The pressure of the excess fluid also resulted in infections that could put her at
risk of going blind.
But surgeons at Hunan's Second People's Hospital based in the city of
Changsha are trying to fight the condition's effects with a 3D-printed skull
implant. (Global Times)
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Chinese scientists discover therapy to child obesity
A research team led by Chinese scientists have discovered dietary modulation
of gut microbiota can alleviate both genetic and simple obesity in children.
The findings of the team, led by Zhao Liping with Shanghai Jiaotong University,
Yin Aihua with the Guangdong province children's hospital, and Tang Huiru with
Chinese Academy of Sciences, have been published on EBioMedicine, a
renowned medical journal co-sponsored by Cell and The Lancet in July.
The team identified bacterial genomes specifically for producing obesity-related
metabolites, and said an improved gut microbiota can significantly help to treat
genetic obesity such as Prader-Willi Syndrome (PWS). (China Daily)

Food, agriculture & fisheries, biotechnology
Chinese Scientists Edit Genes to Produce Artificial Sperm Capable of
Creating "army of half-cloned mice"
Scientists in mainland China have successfully mass produced high-quality
artificial sperm for the first time.
The man-made sperm do not have tails and cannot swim, looking more like
eggs than natural sperm, but they can fertilise an egg and pass on genetic
information to potential offspring, according to a paper published in the
journal Cell Stem Cell.
"Our man-made sperms cells can be used to generate an army of half-cloned
mice with ease and efficiency. These half-cloned mice will fight on the frontline
in battles against cancer and other genetic health issues,” said professor Li
Jinsong, lead scientist on the project with the Chinese Academy of Sciences’
Shanghai Institute for Biological Sciences.
The researchers injected an artificial sperm into a natural egg. The resulting
mouse was half-clone, with 50 per cent of its genes coming from one of
thousands of sperm cultured in a test dish.
A powerful gene-editing tool called CRISPR-Cas9 has allowed the researchers
to add, disrupt or change the sequence of specific genes in the sperm. Using
CRISPR-Cas9 together with the man-made sperm, the scientists could now
explore the function of many genes simultaneously, while in the past it could
only be done one at a time. (CAS Newsroom).

***

Information & communication technologies
China Developing New Generation Supercomputer
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Chinese tech company Dawning Information Industry has begun developing a
new generation supercomputer that is capable of over a hundred thousand
trillion computing operations per second, said Li Jun, the company's president.
But he denied reports that the dawning 7000, designed to better meet market
demands for high-speed communication networks, large-scale storage and
application software, will be launched within two years.
Previous reports said the supercomputer had entered the phases of trial
production and assembling, and would meet the public in two years. Li denied
such speculations.
"Dawning 7000 is not an all-purpose machine. It serves as a mainframe tailored
for certain application. So the development cycle is very long," Li said.
Backed by the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Dawning is also the developer of
Nebulae or Dawning 6000, which ranked the second in the TOP500 list of the
world's most powerful supercomputers in 2010 for its measured Linpack value
of 1.271 petaflop times a second. (Xinhua, CAS Newsroom)

***

Nanosciences, nanotechnologies, materials & new production
technologies
Hefei Looks to Become China's Robot Hub
A total of 175 robot teams from 47 different countries and regions are set to
compete in the 19th RoboCup World Championships as the five-day event
opens in Hefei (…). The ongoing event is the second one ever hosted in China,
following the 12th in 2008 in Suzhou city of Jiangsu province.
"Tremendous changes have happened to the research and development of
robots around the world", said Chen Xiaoping, president of RoboCup Chinese
National Committee.
As a professor of the University of Science and Technology of China, based in
Hefei, Chen also heads a robot R&D team of the university. The team
WrightEagle is a traditional global powerhouse in robot R&D. (CAS Newsroom).

Tech Takeoff Lifts Drone Industry to New Heights
Over about three decades, drones have gone from a cutting-age technology in
labs that served military or academic needs to an affordable device equipped
with various applications for civilian use.
This means that a huge market for civil use of drones is about to soar, and
several Chinese companies, including DJI Innovations, XAircraft and Ehang
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Technology Co., are taking the lead and getting the attention of investors in the
process.
But the business is booming in a regulatory grey area – like many new
industries in China, such as car-hire mobile applications – meaning
manufacturers are flying in somewhat darkened skies. They are trying to
answer a range of questions, such as where the government will set regulatory
boundaries for drone use and where the technology is headed. (Caixin)
***

Energy
Chinese scientists isolate Weyl fermions theorized 86 years ago
Scientists have isolated a massless particle called the Weyl fermion, which
might lead to faster and more efficient electronics, said the Institute of Physics,
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) on Tuesday [21 July].
First proposed by physicist Hermann Weyl in 1929, Weyl fermions are more
basic particles than electrons and, because of being massless, can facilitate a
more free and efficient flow of electricity.
The discovery of Weyl fermions may lead to progress in reducing the energy
consumption of smaller electronic devices. The particle may also be used to
achieve high fault tolerance in topological quantum computing. (Global Times)

Meet China's clean energy upstarts who are $US9 billion richer
China was the world's biggest investor in renewable energy last year at
$US89.5 billion, followed by the US with $US51.8 billion, according to a report
from Bloomberg New Energy Finance published in January.
"It's an important moment in time," said Jenny Chase, lead solar analyst for
BNEF. "It's an inflection point. It is the point where China stops being just an
exporter and becomes a truly domestic market."
China's leaders have outsized ambitions for clean energy in the world's mostpopulous nation. In November, the US and China reached a historic agreement
to curb greenhouse gases and invest in new clean-energy developments.
For 2015, the nation plans to add about 18 gigawatts of solar power capacity,
an amount almost equal to all the generating capacity available in the US at the
end of 2014. (The Sydney Morning Herald).

China to be world's 3rd largest nuclear energy generating country
China is expected to become the world's third largest nuclear generating
country by 2017 surpassing South Korea and Japan, said US energy
information administration (EIA).
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Chinese government has set a goal to increase the share of non-fossil fuels in
its primary energy consumption to 15 per cent by 2020 to fight against climate
change, according to the China National Plan for Climate Change (2014-2020)
released last year. (The Economic Times).

***

Environment (including climate change, conservation and
biology)
Beijing drinking water reservoir had lead levels ‘20 times WHO standard’
for at least three years
A major reservoir supplying drinking water to Beijing and other cities in northern
China contained heavy metal pollutants at levels far above safe standards for a
period of at least three years, according to a study by Chinese scientists.
Levels of lead in the Danjiangkou reservoir were 20 times the maximum safe
level set by the World Health Organisation, at more than 200 micrograms per
litre, between 2007 and 2010, the research found, though it did not say whether
the problem still exists. (SCMP)

Two New Species Discovered in Tibet
Zoologists have identified two new species during a survey on wild land animals
in southwest China's Tibet Autonomous Region, according to the regional
forestry authorities. The researchers found a new type of Pallas pit viper in
Jilung County and a new type of cascade frog in Zayu County. They were
named after the location of their discovery, zoologist Liu Wulin told Xinhua on
Thursday [16 July].
The families of the newly-discovered venomous snake and the frog are both
endemic to Asia. (Xinhua, CAS Newsroom).

Intense Farming Drying Northern China’s Soil
Agricultural intensification—including increased fertilizer use—is responsible for
China’s drying soil, not climate change. While the increased use of fertilizer is
not the only factor involved, the researchers found that it served as a broad
diagnostic of the level of agricultural intensification. Other agricultural practices
may also play a part in drying the land. For instance, newly developed crop
varieties may demand more water and result in declining soil moisture, and
increasing irrigation leads to rising withdrawals of surface freshwater and
groundwater (…). (Asian Scientist)

***
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Transport (including aeronautics)
Brain waves lead way to safer driving
Stepping on the gas and brake or holding the wheel to drive a car has become
unnecessary in an ongoing project at Nankai University in Tianjin.
Researchers carried out an experiment last week, trying to control a car by the
driver's brain alone. (…) Under the system, the car moved straight forward,
backward, stopped, got locked and unlocked in the trial carried out on campus.
Researchers believe that the technology has great potential in the future,
because it not only better enables people with disabilities to drive, it also
enhances the safety of driving by ordinary people. (China Daily)

China’s Largest Taxi On-Demand Company Introduces Shuttle Bus
Services
Fresh from raising $2 billion in new funding, Didi Kuaidi, China’s most popular
taxi hailing service, has expanded into a new form of transportation: shuttle
buses.
Didi Kuaidi was formed when China’s top two transportation apps — Didi Dache
and Kuaidi Dache — merged in a multi-billion dollar deal earlier this year. The
company recently claimed that it handles three million rides across China,
putting it ahead of Uber which does one million daily. (Techcrunch).

New ultrafast helicopters might be ready by 2025
Aircraft has potential to help with tasks like counterterrorism, search and rescue.
China should produce prototypes of its two ultrafast helicopters within the next
decade, the country's chief helicopter designer said. (China Daily)

Beidou to Track Flights
China will use its homegrown Beidou satellite navigation system (BDS) to track
civil flights, in an attempt to avoid disasters like the Malaysian MH 370. The Civil
Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) said the BDS will be tested on general
aviation first before it is used to monitor passenger or cargo flights. (Global
Times)

China-designed train will replace older, foreign models
Tests of the first Chinese-standard bullet train began in Beijing on Tuesday [30
June] as the country moves toward replacing all foreign-standard models with
the domestically developed version, a senior official said.
"The new bullet train has been developed based on our own standards and
technologies and is designed to be better adapted to China's environment and
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rail transport patterns," said He Huawu, an academic at the Chinese Academy
of Engineering and chief engineer of China Railway Corp.
"We will gradually replace all in-service bullet trains with this new type. The
move will greatly reduce our production, operational and maintenance costs."
The trains currently running on the country's high-speed rail network have been
designed and built in accordance with various foreign standards.
"The new train, with our full intellectual property rights, will facilitate our efforts
to export China's railway products and technologies," said He. "Compared with
other models, it is safer, more comfortable and economically competitive."
(China Daily)

***

Socioeconomic sciences & the humanities, archaeology &
paleontology
Two Fossilized Bones of Ancient Chinese Man Found in C China

Two fossilized bones of ancient Chinese man who lived some 100,000 years
ago have been found in central China's Henan Province, the local institute of
cultural relics and archaeology announced on Tuesday [21 July].
It is the first time that archaeologists have found two complete fossilized bones
of "Xuchang man" near Henan's Xuchang city. Both bones may belong to the
same man. Two skulls were found in 2007, according to Li Zhanyang, leader of
the archaeological group.
More than 1,000 fossilized animals and stone implements were found at the
same site.
The research was jointly conducted by Henan institute of cultural relics and
archaeology and the
Institute
of
Vertebrate
Paleontology and
Paleoanthropology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. (Xinhua, CAS
Newsroom)

China finds new evidence for use of fire by "Peking Man"
New evidence has been found in an archeological site in Beijing suggesting that
the ancestor of modern man was able to use fire more than 600,000 years ago.
The findings were announced Friday [17 July], after archeologists spent three
years excavating the Zhoukoudian fossil site in the western suburbs of Beijing.
According to Gao Xing, research fellow with the Institute of Vertebrate
Paleontology and Paleoanthropology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, a
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fire site, sintering soil, and burned rocks and bones were uncovered at the site.
(Global Times)

***

Space
As Nasa's New Horizons reaches Pluto, Chinese space scientists
complain of lack of funding and support
As Nasa prepares for an historic flyby of Pluto by the New Horizons space
probe, mainland Chinese scientists are still struggling to get funding from
Beijing for similar projects to tap into the unknown frontiers of space.
Some projects have been proposed for years and have attracted a considerable
degree of international attention due to their smart design and ambitious goals,
but so far only a handful have received a definite nod from the pragmatic space
authorities.
The oldest infant project in cradle is HXMT, short for the Hard X-ray Modulation
Telescope.
In early 1990s Chinese scientists developed a small ground base telescope that
could pick up extremely faint cosmic rays from space, and they proposed the
smart design to the government to build an ambitious space telescope that
could rival the Hubble Space Telescope in terms of sensitivity and definition.
The HXMT probe was expected to be launched in 2010 but the project suffered
severe delay mainly due to the lacking of government funding, according to
mainland Chinese media reports. The research of the project was still going on
but there was no time table for the launch date. (South China Morning Post).

China's super "eye" to speed up space rendezvous
Chinese space experts have developed the world's most sensitive "eye" that
enables the autonomous rendezvous and docking of two spacecraft -- flying
eight times faster than bullets -- more efficiently and safely.
The "eye" is China's newly developed third-generation rendezvous and docking
CCD optical imaging sensor. It will be used on China's second orbiting space
lab, Tiangong-2, the Chang'e-5 lunar probe and the permanent manned space
station, according to China Academy of Space Technology (CAST). (Xinhua)

China begins putting together radio telescope
The 500-meter Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope, known as FAST, sits in a
bowl-shaped valley between hills in the southwestern province of Guizhou,
images posted online show.
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Technicians began attaching 4,450 triangular panels to the telescope's reflector
on Thursday (23 July), Xinhua said.
FAST will be the world's largest single-aperture telescope, it said, overtaking
the Arecibo Observatory in the US territory of Puerto Rico, which is 305 meters
in diameter.
For years Chinese scientists have relied on data collected by others in their
research, and the new telescope is expected to greatly enhance the country's
capacity to observe outer space, Xinhua said. (China Daily)

***

People & Higher Education
China Extends Dominance in Latest BRICS Ranking by QS
China has strengthened its lead in the QS University Rankings: BRICS, which
compares the top 200 institutions in Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa.
China is even more dominant than last year with an additional institution
breaking into the top 10, in which they are now represented by seven
institutions. According to QS the result confirms China as the most likely of the
BRICS nations to achieve its goal of developing world-class universities. (CAS
Newsroom).

Tsinghua and Peking University Get into Social Media Spat over Student
Recruiting
Provincial admissions offices of top two universities got into a social media spat
over the recruiting of top students – complete with charges that the colleges pay
top students to choose them – an exchange that one education expert said is
indicative of China’s overemphasis on test results. The war of words between
the admissions offices of Peking University and Tsinghua University in the
southwestern province of Sichuan erupted as recent high school graduates are
getting the results of the “gaokao” university entrance exams they took early in
June. (Caixin).

College Graduates Get Extra Decade to Repay Student Loans
College and graduate school graduates will have up to 10 more years to repay
their student loans so they will be face less financial pressure, the top
committee of the State Council, said after meeting on July 8.
Students will now have 20 years to repay the loans they take out to finance their
higher education. The current terms are either 10 or 14 years, depending on
where the loans are issued.
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Borrowers will also have a period of up to three years to repay only interest. The
previous period was two years. The cabinet's committee did not say when the
new rules take effect. (…)
Extending the repayment period will ease pressure on many colleague
graduates, but 20 years is still not enough time, said Xiong Bingqi, deputy
director of the 21st Century Education Research Institute. He suggested the
government increase the period to a maximum of 30 years, following the
practice of the United States. (Caixin).

Information science grads get top pay
Recent graduates in information science receive the highest salaries when they
enter the workplace, a survey found. Information science bachelor's degree
graduates received 4,846 yuan ($780) a month and master's degree graduates
7,400 yuan a month, ranking at the top, followed by the real estate and finance
industries. (China Daily)

***

Research Infrastructures
Higgs Factory Proposed for Beijing
Physicists in China are hoping to build that powerful microscope in the form of
an electron-positron collider in a ring up to 100 kilometers long just outside
Beijing.
Arkani-Hamed is the first director of Beijing’s new Center for Future High
Energy Physics, tasked with investigating the physics capabilities of such a
machine and getting physicists around the world on board with the project.
The Large Hadron Collider, where the Higgs was discovered, produces the
particle in proton-proton collisions. Experiments at the LHC will continue to
study the Higgs over the next decades. But scientists around the world—
including the group in China—are also planning ahead for ways to get an even
closer look at the bizarre particle.
If constructed in China, the proposed Higgs-factory collider would be the biggest
particle physics project ever undertaken there. “It is putting a stamp on the
country’s arrival on the international stage in some sense,” says Charlie Young,
a physicist at SLAC. “It’s the science, but it’s also more than just the science.”
(CAS Newsroom).

***
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International S&T relations
Beijing to Host International Applied Math Congress
The 8th International Congress on Industrial and Applied Mathematics (ICIAM)
will be held in Beijing this year, the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)
announced on Tuesday [30 June].
More than 3,000 mathematicians from 70-plus countries and regions will take
part in the congress, being held in Asia for the first time and also in a
developing country for the first time. The applied math event is held every four
years.
"Applied mathematics has been developing fast, and the integration of
mathematics and industrial technology has been a key trend," Gao Xiaoshan,
vice head of the CAS Academy of Mathematics and Systems Science, said at a
news briefing.
The congress will include more than 3,000 lectures and symposia, covering
various aspects of applied mathematics as well as the latest applications from
biology, economics, climatology, finance, manufacturing and other fields.
(Xinhua, CAS Newsroom)

Remote-sensing satellite now operational
A satellite jointly developed by China and Brazil became fully operational on
Tuesday [14 July]. Control of the CBERS 4 remote sensing satellite was handed
over to the China Center for Resources Satellite Data and Application at a
ceremony in Beijing.
Developed by the China Academy of Space Technology and Brazil's National
Institute for Space Research, the CBERS 4 was sent into Sun-synchronous
orbit by a Long March 4B rocket from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch Center, in
Shanxi province, in December.
The program's next satellite, CBERS 4A, is under development and is
scheduled to be launched in 2018, the institute disclosed. (China Daily)
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About this newsletter
EURAXESS LINKS CHINA NEWSLETTER is a monthly electronic newsletter,
edited by EURAXESS Links China, which provides information of specific
interest to European researchers and non-European researchers in China who
are interested in the European research landscape and in conducting research
in Europe or with European partners.
The information contained in this publication is intended for personal use only. It
should not be taken in any way to reflect the views of the European
Commission nor of the Delegation of the European Union to China.
Please email china@euraxess.net for any comments on this newsletter,
contributions you would like to make, if you think any other colleagues would be
interested in receiving this newsletter, or if you wish to unsubscribe.
Editors: Andrea Střelcová, EURAXESS Links China Country Representative

***

About us
EURAXESS Links China is a networking tool for European researchers active in
China and for Chinese researchers wishing to collaborate and/or pursue a
career in Europe. EURAXESS Links China provides information about research
in Europe, European research policy, opportunities for research funding, for EUChina and international collaboration and for trans-national mobility.
Membership is free.
Visit us at china.euraxess.org and Join the EURAXESS Links China community.
EURAXESS Links networks have thus far been launched in North America
(USA & Canada) Japan, China, India, the ASEAN hub (encompassing
Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam and Indonesia) and Brazil.
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